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Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we aim to be an evangelising, faith-filled parish
whose members care for one another and are welcoming and inclusive.
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NEWSLETTER
1 / 2 August 2020
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME A
READINGS: Is 55:1-3; Rom 8:35, 37-39
GOSPEL: Mt 14:13-21
The Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Catholic Parish acknowledges the Jaggera and Turribul people, the
Traditional Custodians who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Peoples to this Country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation.
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The Holy Spirit has not been isolated
Did you know that during the lockdown time we have tried to
keep in touch with many people and one group in particular. At
the time of shut-down we had four people who had seriously
undertaken a journey in faith to come to know and belong to Christ. You may
remember, Denise and Heather, our Catechumens Elect, were to be Baptised,
Confirmed and receive First Holy Communion at our Easter ceremonies. Rodney, a
faithful Baptised candidate was preparing to be received into our Catholic Faith.
Sasenka who was enquiring was ready to be Accepted into the Order of
Catechumens. Fortunately we were able to celebrate this at St Catherine’s at one of
our first weekday Masses. During this time we also had another enquirer, Shahram
who is seeking to connect with our Christian faith with a journey to full initiation.
Behind this small group of people are faithful supporters and sponsors who have
been supported by our RCIA Team. As we navigate our way through COVID19, may
I ask for prayers for Denise, Heather, Rodney, Sasenka and Shahram so that we
may be able to celebrate their steps on the journey with joy and surrounded by a
loving community.
“They all ate and were satisfied”
The powerful prophetic oracle in Isaiah casts God in
the role of a street vendor, offering food and drink to all.
The invitation is similar to that of Woman Wisdom who
calls those in the streets into her house to partake of her
banquet (see Prv 9:5-6). The reference is probably not to
ordinary food and drink, since those called are told to listen
(shama), the same verb that introduces Israel’s important
prayer: Hear, O Israel! The verb suggests both hearing and
heeding the message. The real object of the invitation is
God's announcement of the re-establishment of a covenant
(v.3). This oracle suggests that the covenant was violated,
and now God is eager to restore the severed bond.
In the first section of today’s psalm (vv.8-9), the psalmist uses covenant language (gracious, compassionate, lovingkindness) to speak about God’s goodness. In
the second section (vv.15-16), the psalmist speaks directly to God, proclaiming God’s
universal providence. All of life stands needy and trusting before God in whose hands
is found the sustenance upon which life depends. In the third section (vv.17-18), the
psalmist prays that all of God's works will give thanks and proclaim God’s universal
and everlasting reign. Here God's covenant commitment is revealed as justice, lovingkindness and truth. In order to experience the benefits of this covenant, one needs
only to call upon God who is always there to hear.
The deserted place described in the gospel was not an arid desert, for it had
grass upon which the crowd reclined. It probably held great symbolic meaning, for it
would have reminded the people of the desert where God entered into covenant with
them. A return to the desert often implied recommitment. Seeing the crowds, Jesus
was moved with pity, a word used only by or about Jesus, and which has messianic
significance (see Mt 9:36;15:32;20:34). Jesus’ actions over the food are brief but rich
with Eucharistic connotations. It is clear that the gospel writer saw this action as a
foreshadowing of the final messianic banquet. Finally, it was through the disciples
that the crowds experienced the munificence of Jesus; Jesus provides for his people
through the agency of the church.
Adapted from © Dianne Bergant, CSA: LiturgyHelp.com
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WEEKDAY MASS REGISTRATION

Notices

A friendly reminder
to register for weekday Mass the week
before you wish to attend Mass.

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO
HAVE DIED

Especially Terry Matthews (brother of Brian),
Norma Shanks (mother of Angela Ward),
Wilson Cristobal (father of Mark), Kathleen
Kulpa, Anne Holroyd, Mary Roberts who
have died recently. Also Kevin Burnett, Karen
Burnett, Dr Hilary & Cleta De Souza, Carlo
Iocco, Rita Galea, Gus Sim, Laura Sim, Simon
Tinh, Fulvia Antonangel, Eileen Armstrong,
Vic Paull, Phyllis Barrett, Les Kilburn whom
we remember.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Friday

10 August
11August
12 August
13 August
14 August
14 August

9.15 am WISH
9.15 am UMG
7.00 am WISH
7.00 am UMG
8.00 am UMG
9.30 am EMP

Church doors open 40 minutes before Mass.
Please arrive early to check in, hand sanitise and be ushered to
your seat.
No one is permitted to enter once doors close and Mass begins.

WEEKEND MASS REGISTRATION OPEN
Saturday 5.00 pm
St Catherine’s Church, Wishart

Sunday 9.00 am
St Bernard’s Church, Upper Mt Gravatt
August: 9 [booked out], 16, 23, 30

August: 8, 15, 22, 29

Please call the Parish Office on 3849 7158 to register or email sec.umg@bne.catholic.net.au
Church doors open 40 minutes before Mass.
Please arrive early to check in, hand sanitise and be ushered to your seat.
No one is permitted to enter once doors close and Mass begins.

Women’s Night of
Spirituality
We are offering a unique
experience for our 14th
Annual Women’s Night
of Spirituality. The
evening will be hosted
by Robyn Emerson, who
will unpack the stories of
two exceptional women:
Sr Angela Mary Doyle,
RSM, AO and Dr Sr Maeve Heaney
VDMF
This year we can view the event
from Tuesday 28th July in the
comfort of your own home by
watching the YouTube recording
which will be found on the St
Ignatius Parish-Toowong website.
Why not share this experience
with a few friends over a meal at
home!
http://ww.stignatiustoowong.org.au/

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
8.30am - 4.30pm Monday - Friday
For urgent matters after hours please
leave a message on 3849 7158
and we will get back to you as soon
as possible.

Sacrament of Confirmation
Congratulations to all the children who were
Confirmed on 29th and 31st July and all of the children
starting the next round of Preparation.

Social Justice
Romero
Collection
Thank you to everyone who has
contributed to our collection over
the last couple of weeks. In
particular, we thank Clairvaux
MacKillop College for their
generous donation of $500 and to
St Catherine’s School for
agreeing to collecting items from
their community. The Romero
Centre is extremely grateful for all
contributions at this difficult time.
The next Social Justice Meeting
will be held on Thursday, 13
August at 7pm in the Community
Centre.
NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME A
9 August 2020
READINGS: 1 Kg 19:9, 11-13;
Rom 9:1-5
GOSPEL: Mt 14:22-33
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BAPTISM
We congratulate
Everly Jones,
daughter of Sian.
She will be baptised at
St Catherine’s Church this
Sunday.
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Liturgy of the Word
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3
From the book of Isaiah
Thus says the Lord:
Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty;
though you have no money, come!
Buy corn without money, and eat,
and, at no cost, wine and milk.
Holy
Thursday
Why spend
money on what is not bread,
Home
yourat
wages
on what fails to satisfy?
Listen, listen to me and you will have good
things to eat and rich food to enjoy.
Pay attention, come to me;
listen, and your soul will live.
With you I will make an everlasting covenant
out of the favours promised to David.
The Word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation John 15:26. 27
Alleluia, alleluia!
No one lives on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of
God.
Alleluia!

Gospel Matthew 14:13-21

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 85
R:
The hand of the Lord feeds us:
He answers all our needs.
1. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew
When Jesus received the news of John the
Baptist’s death he withdrew by boat to a lonely
place where they could be by themselves. But the
people heard of this and, leaving the towns, went
after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw
a large crowd; and he took pity on them and healed
their sick.
2. The eyes of all creatures look to you
When evening came, the disciples went to him and
and you give them their food in due time.
said, ‘This is a lonely place, and the time has
You open wide your hand,
slipped by; so send the people away, and they can
grant the desires of all who live. (R.)
go to the villages to buy themselves some food.’
3. The Lord is just in all his ways
Jesus replied, ‘There is no need for them to go:
and loving in all his deeds.
give them something to eat yourselves.’ But they
He is close to all who call him,
answered, ‘All we have with us is five loaves and
two fish.’ ‘Bring them here to me,’ he said. He gave
call on him from their hearts. (R.)
orders that the people were to sit down on the
Second Reading : Rom 8:35,37-39
grass; then he took the five loaves and the two fish,
raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing.
From the letter of St Paul to the Romans
And breaking the loaves he handed them to his
Nothing can come between us and the love
disciples who gave them to the crowds.
of Christ, even if we are troubled or worried,
They all ate as much as they wanted, and they
or being persecuted, or lacking food or
clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. collected the scraps remaining, twelve baskets full.
These are the trials through which we triumph, Those who ate numbered about five thousand men,
to say nothing of women and children.
by the power of him who loved us.
The Gospel of the Lord.
For I am certain of this: neither death nor life,
no angel, no prince, nothing that exists,
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem
nothing still to come, not any power, or height
Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by
or depth, nor any created thing, can ever come
Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc,
and used by permission of the publishers.
between us and the love of God made visible
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Allein Christ Jesus our Lord.
luia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the
The Word of the Lord.
Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981,
1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy,
Inc. All rights reserved.
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in
the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. OneLicence #A641326
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Prayers of the Faithful
Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time A
Sunday 02 Aug 2020 – Friday 07 August
Priest:

Nothing can come between us and the love of God. With
confidence let us bring our prayers before God who answers all
our needs.

Reader: For the Church: … That during times of trial it will show forth the
love of God, acting with kindness and compassion. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: For those who are grieving due to the effects of COVID
restrictions, illness or death: … That that they will find
compassion and care from those around them. (pause) Lord,
hear us:
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: For those who are lonely: … That the love of God will be their
constant strength and companion. (pause) Lord, hear us:
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: For those who are sick: … That they will be comforted and
healed by the compassionate one. (pause) Lord, hear us:
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: For our community: … That we will become more conformed to
Christ by sharing at the eucharistic table. (pause) Lord, hear us:
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: For those who have died: … That those who once ate the Bread
of Life will be called to the eternal banquet. (pause) Lord, hear
us:
All:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Priest:
All:

God of love, you sustain and nourish all who hunger for your
presence. Hear us and help us to reach out to your inviting
hand.
Amen.
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