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NEWSLETTER 9 / 10 May 2020 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER A 
READINGS: Acts 6:1-7; 1 Pet 2:4-9 

      GOSPEL: Jn 14:1-12 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 
 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we aim to be an evangelising, faith-filled parish 
whose members care for one another and are welcoming and inclusive. 

Adapted  from ©  Greg Sunter: LiturgyHelp.com 

Heavenly Father, on this Mother’s Day,  
we thank You for our mothers  

through whom Your gift of life begins  
and through whom we are nurtured into great 

human beings.  
We pray for all who long to be mothers  

and for those who are in a mothering role. 
We pray for all mothers who have died  

and for all mothers who have lost a child. 
We lift up all mothers to Your love and care.  
We pray for them, for their needs of strength 

and support to continue to nurture  
a family of love,  

in honour and love for You, our God. 

Gospel Reflection 
The gospel readings for this week and next week shift the focus away from the 
resurrection and begin to set us up for the departure of Jesus from the earth – the 
Ascension – and the sending of the Holy Spirit – the Pentecost event. 
Today’s gospel passage comes from the very long Last Supper discourse in the 
gospel of John. When Jesus speaks about ‘going away’ for a time it could be 
interpreted as the period of his death and rising that are about to occur in the 
chronology of the story. However, the gospel of John is written a very long time after 
the death of Jesus; perhaps as much as 70 years after Jesus. Given this period of 
time between the events and the writing, we know that the writer was also referring to 
this longer time of Jesus ‘going away’. By the time of the writing of this gospel the 
early Christians were starting to come to terms with the fact that Jesus probably 
wasn’t going to return in their lifetime. They had seen the devastating destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Temple by the Romans in 70CE which they thought had signalled 
the end of all time. However, here they were, still alive and still no sign of Jesus’ 
return. 
The theme of being present and being absent is very strong in this gospel. The 
discussion about Jesus and the Father being one is part of this theme. Jesus is God 
present in the world. God has come to dwell among the people. When Jesus speaks 
of preparing rooms in the Father’s house, it is a reference to preparing the disciples to 
‘live’ in God; to dwell in God just as God has dwelt in the people. 

Historical Context – It is for the best… 
At the time of this gospel’s writing, some 70 years after the events it describes, 
amazing things have taken place in the early Christian community. Rather than 
everything falling apart with the death of Jesus, the message of Jesus has spread 
further than he himself could ever have accomplished. It is the departure of Jesus 
from their midst and the sending of the Spirit that really prompts the disciples to act 
on what they had experienced while Jesus lived among them. The gospel writer has 
Jesus saying that he has to go away so that the disciples can reach their potential. 

Living the Gospel – The Way, the Truth and the Life 
When Thomas asks, ‘we do not know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?’ Jesus answers by saying, ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.’ The reader of 
the gospel has known this truth all along from the opening line of the gospel, ‘In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.’ Our 
aim, as Christian people, is to be one with God, not only by sharing in the resurrection 
but also in the way we live. Jesus makes clear that the way to be with God is by 
following his example. 

http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
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WE PRAY FOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE DIED 
Especially Helen Greene (sister of 
Maura Handley), Donald Pettifer, 
Russell Lea, Giuseppe Duro,  
Jennifer Tunstall, who have died 
recently. Also Peter Quinn, Peter 
Craven, Laura Sim, Rita Galea, 
Simon Tinh, Gus Sim, whom we 
remember. 

We congratulate and wish Fr Stephen 
heartfelt blessings on the 25th 

Anniversary of his Ordination. May the 
Holy Spirit guide and direct you as you 

journey in God’s service to all you meet.  

 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER A 
17 May 2020 

READINGS: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17;  
  1 Pet 3:15-18; 

  GOSPEL: Jn 14:15-21 

PARISH OFFICE 

OPEN Monday to Friday 
8.30am - 4.30pm. 

PLEASE PHONE THE OFFICE 
BEFORE VISITING: 3849 7158.  

For any urgent matters after hours, 
please phone 3849 7158, leave a 

message and we will get back to you 
as soon as possible.  

Nothing to Fear Except Fear Itself 

Our newest fear. A few months ago we did not know about the 
coronavirus. Suddenly, it was moving throughout the world. We were told to 
“shelter in place,” avoid crowds, wear masks, wash our hands often, and not 
touch our faces. In our wildest imaginings, we never expected to observe 
Pope Francis extending his blessing to the world or praying the Stations of 
the Cross in an empty Vatican Square. Streets appear uninhabited 
throughout the world. Nurses and doctors are exhausted and trying not to get 
sick themselves. Our churches are empty. Parks and beaches are closed. 
Normal everyday activities are restricted. It is all very frightening. What are 
your fears during the pandemic? What has helped you when you were 
faced with a frightening experience in the past? How can your faith 
enable you to be a beacon for others at this time? 

It is easy to see why so many are fearful of this virus. We are not sure how it 
got started, where it is going, or who will be struck next. Most us are 
sheltering in place, but some people are ignoring public health directives to 
social distance. The virus is circulating, and faith does not make us immune. 
Data tells us that the elderly, the weak, and those with underlying health 
conditions are especially vulnerable. Jesus calls his followers to be 
especially attentive to such people - as do the public health officials. As 
people of faith, could we set a good example? 

We may feel that we are in a small boat in the midst of a raging storm as this 
virus brings tragedy to our world. Jesus’ apostles knew what that was like. 
They were fearful. But we have a choice to focus on how high the wind and 
waves are, or to focus on Jesus walking on the water. We can 
keep our eyes on the sea (the terrible news) or we can keep our eyes on 
Jesus. If even one person in our “boat” (be it our immediate household, 
our neighbourhood, or our wider community) can remain calm and centered 
and focused on God’s presence with us, it can help everyone else. 
 Be not afraid. As Christians, we have our faith to keep us strong. We 
have made our decision to follow Christ wherever he leads, and divine grace 
gives access to whatever we need. That doesn’t mean that living through this 
pandemic will be easy, but Jesus has promised us his peace. “Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (Jn. 14:27). 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love 
Where there is injury, pardon 
Where there is doubt, faith 
Where there is despair, hope 
Where there is darkness, light 
And where there is sadness, joy 
O Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console 
To be understood, as to understand 
To be loved, as to love 
For it is in giving that we receive 
And it’s in pardoning that we are pardoned 
And it’s in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.  Amen. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcatholicleader.com.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F07%2Flogo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcatholicleader.com.au%2F&docid=DHOkT6clh1qJQM&tbnid=BHegH4tZ793B7M%3A&vet=1&w=472&h=115&bih=910&biw=1920&ved=2a
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5th Sunday of Easter Yr A 
First Reading Acts 6:1-7 
From the Acts of the Apostles 

About this time, when the number of disciples was 
increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against 
the Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own widows 
were being overlooked. So the Twelve called a full 
meeting of the disciples and addressed them, ‘It would 
not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to 
give out food; you, brothers, must select from among 
yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled with the 
Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand over this duty to 
them, and continue to devote ourselves to prayer and to 
the service of the word.’ The whole assembly approved of 
this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith and 
of the Holy Spirit, together with 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They 
presented these to the apostles, who prayed and laid 
their hands on them. 
The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number of 
disciples in Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a large 
group of priests made their submission to the faith. 

The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 32:1-2. 4-5. 18-19.  
(R.)  Lord, let your mercy be on us, 
  as we place our trust in you. 

1.  Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 
  for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 
  Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 
  with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs.  (R.) 

2.  For the word of the Lord is faithful 
  and all his works to be trusted. 
  The Lord loves justice and right  
  and fills the earth with his love.   (R.) 

3.  The Lord looks on those who revere him, 
  on those who hope in his love, 
  to rescue their souls from death, 
  to keep them alive in famine.    (R.) 

Second Reading1 Pt 2:4-9 
From the first letter of St Peter 

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen 
by God and precious to him; set yourselves close to him 
so that you too, the holy priesthood that offers the 
spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made 
acceptable to God, may be living stones making a 
spiritual house. As scripture says: See how I lay in Zion a 
precious cornerstone that I have chosen and the man 
who rests his trust on it will not be disappointed. That 
means that for you who are believers, it is precious; but 
for unbelievers, the stone rejected by the builders has 
proved to be the keystone, a stone to stumble over, a 
rock to bring men down. They stumble over it because 
they do not believe in the word; it was the fate in store for 
them. 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises 
of God who called you out of the darkness into his 
wonderful light. 

The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation John 14:6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; 
no one comes to the Father, except through me. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel John 14:1-12 
From the holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
 Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
 There are many rooms in my Father’s house; 
 if there were not, I should have told you. 
 I am now going to prepare a place for you, 
 and after I have gone and prepared you a place, 
 I shall return to take you with me; 
 so that where I am you may be too. 
 You know the way to the place where I am going.’ 
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?’  
Jesus said: 
 ‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
 No one can come to the Father except through me. 
 If you know me, you know my Father too. 
 From this moment you know him and have seen him.’ 
Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall 
be satisfied.’  
 ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip,’ said Jesus to 

him ‘and you still do not know me? 
 ‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, 
 so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? 
 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? 
 The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: 
 it is the Father, living in me, who is doing this work. 
 You must believe me when I say 
 that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
 believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no other 

reason. 
 ‘I tell you most solemnly, 
 whoever believes in me 
 will perform the same works as I do myself, 
 he will perform even greater works, 
 because I am going to the Father.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 

copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 
1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights 
reserved. OneLicence #A-641326 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cact#act006
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cpt1#pt1002
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cjhn#jhn014
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn014
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Holy Thursday 
at Home 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 


