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READINGS: Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23;
GOSPEL: Mt 28:16-20

SORRY DAY
26TH MAY
AND THE ULURU
STATEMENT FROM
THE HEART
Upper Mount Gravatt Wishart Catholic
Parish has long had good relations
with our Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander sisters and brothers.
More than ten years ago we embarked on a project to recognize and honour them
and after many fruitful meetings with local elders, we produced the brazier that is
used on many occasions at St Bernard’s Church and in particular for the Easter
fire.
The story of this relationship was recorded in a booklet called Journey to the
Beginning available in the Parish library at St Bernard’s Church and available
upon request from the Parish Office. We added plaques at two doors of the
church acknowledging that indigenous people cared for the land for 60,000 years.
Sadly, there is still much to be done for our first Australians, despite the impetus
caused by Kevin Rudd’s apology to the Stolen Generations. A day to remind us of
this fact is National Sorry Day on 26 May. This is a National Day of Healing and is
part of an ongoing process of reconciliation. While the principles are sound, the
actual process is taking far too long. May we remember in prayer those who
suffered and those who are still suffering from the indifference of successive
governments.
The Uluru Statement from the Heart is a statement that was formulated at
the 2017 National Constitutional Convention by representatives of Indigenous
communities who gathered at Uluru and who came “from all points of the southern
sky”. The purpose was to emphasise the critical need for reform of our
Constitution to give First Nations people a voice in the laws and policies that
relate to them. In part, the statement says:
We seek constitutional reforms to empower our people and take a
rightful place in our own country. When we have power over our
destiny our children will flourish. They will walk in two worlds and
their culture will be a gift to their country.
This statement is beautifully composed and can be read in full online at
ulurustatement.org or should anyone require a printed copy contact the Parish
Office and a Social Justice team member will make it available.
Beth for the UMGW Social Justice Group

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish
Further Parish Update: COVID19
The Archdiocese of Brisbane has notified that parishes MAY have Churches open for 10 people at a
time for private prayer. This depends on other restrictions and availability of resources. In keeping with
all of the considerations, many churches are unable to do this. Unfortunately, we are unable to open at this time.
Please note we are trying to compensate for this by
 Posting resources to our Facebook page on https://www.facebook.com/umgwparish.
 The newsletter is uploaded every Friday on the Parish Website: https://umgwcatholic.org.au/newsletters/ .
 Trish is also emailing Prayers and the Newsletter which has the Sunday Scriptures, children’s worksheet, a
Gospel reflection and a parish update to keep us connected. Please email Trish on
pa.umg@bne.catholic.net.au if you would like to be added to her list.
 Pauline is conducting YAYA Friday nights via Zoom which has been very successful. Email Pauline on
yaya.umg@bne.catholic.net.au if your young people would like to participate.
 We are continuing to support RCIA candidates through emails and Zoom until we can all gather again for
their ongoing journey to full Initiation.
 If you would like Prayers for special occasions for your family, eg special birthday, prayers for a sick family
member, you are welcome to email Trish and make a specific request.
 You have no idea about ZOOM? We are all learning. Call Trish and she can talk you through her ‘learnings’
to help get you connected.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE
COLUMBARIUM AT ST CATHERINE’S

Notices
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED

Especially Mary Fanton, Gayle Snow, Bill Bowkett, who
have died recently. Also Leon Santos, Ivan Smith, Rita
Galea, Simon Tinh, Gus Sim, Laura Sim, whom we
remember at this time.

PARISH COLLECTIONS

We are very grateful to our generous parishioners who
continue to support our parish financially during these
tough times. It is really appreciated. A number of
parishioners have asked if they can contribute via
internet banking so we thought we would provide our
bank details in case others would like to do so as well.
Our bank details are as follows:
NAME: Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish
BSB: 064-786
ACCOUNT: 100004121
REFERENCE: Please use your surname and
envelope number (if you have one). Please call Debbie
at the parish office on 3849 7158 if you have any
questions.

Construction has begun on the Columbarium in the
grounds of St Catherine’s Church. The grass and
bush on the carpark side will make way for a tranquil
walled garden and seating Foundations and walls taking shape
for quiet reflection. When
finished, the Columbarium
will have a capacity of up
to 620* single niches.
* Not 260, as printed in
error in last week’s
newsletter.

PENTECOST SUNDAY A
31 May 2020
READINGS: Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13;
GOSPEL: Jn 20:19-23

PROJECT COMPASSION 2020

Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for
supporting Project Compassion 2020. Receipts
will be forwarded in the next 7 days. If you still
have your set of envelopes or Project Compassion box
at home, please finalise your donation this week or visit
www.caritas.org.au to make your donation online.
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
8.30am - 4.30pm Monday - Friday
PLEASE PHONE BEFORE VISITING: 3849 7158.
For urgent matters after hours, please leave a
message and we will get back to you as soon as
possible.

I’VE TRIED TO EXPLAIN THAT HE’S GOING
TO BE WITH ME FOREVER, BUT HE JUST
DOESN’T GET IT
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Ascension of the Lord
First Reading: Acts 1:1-11
From the Acts of the Apostles
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything
Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the
day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had
chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to
heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his
Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had
continued to appear to them and tell them about the
kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them,
he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there
for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said,
‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised
with water but you, not many days from now, will be
baptised with the Holy Spirit.’
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the
time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or
dates that the Father has decided by his own authority,
but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in
Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and
indeed to the ends of the earth.’
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and
a cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring
into the sky when suddenly two men in white were
standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you men
from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus
who has been taken up from you into heaven, this same
Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen
him go there.’
The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God

Second Reading: Eph 1:17-23
From the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of
what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of
him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that
you can see what hope his call holds for you, what
rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit
and how infinitely great is the power that he has
exercised for us believers. This you can tell from the
strength of his power at work in Christ, when he
used it to raise him from the dead and to make him
sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every
Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any
other name that can be named, not only in this age,
but also in the age to come. He has put all things
under his feet, and made him, as the ruler of
everything, the head of the Church; which is his
body, the fullness of him who fills the whole creation.
The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation: Mt 28:19. 20
Alleluia, alleluia!
Go and teach all people my gospel.
I am with you always, until the end of the world.
Alleluia!

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 46:2-3. 6-9.
(R.) God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
1. All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth.
(R.)
2. God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R.)
3. God is king of all the earth.
Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne.
(R.)

Gospel: Mt 28:16-20
From the holy Gospel according to Matthew
The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the
mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them.
When they saw him they fell down before him,
though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to
them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples
of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teach them to observe all the commandments I gave
to you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to
the end of time.’
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem
Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by
Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and
used by permission of the publishers.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia
and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations,
and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings,
from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968,
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All
rights reserved. OneLicence #A-641326
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The Ascension of the Lord A
For Families and Households During Social Isolation

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader:

Brothers and sisters, with Christ ascended into heaven, let us bring our prayers to the
Lord.

Reader:

For the Holy Church… (pause) … that all will continue to bear witness to the Gospel
with grace and courage. Loving God:
Hear our prayer.

All:
Reader:
All:
Reader:
All:
Reader:
All:
Reader:
All:
Reader:
All:
Reader:
All:
Leader:
All:

For our parish community … (pause) … that we may be inspired by the joy and hope
of Christ’s Ascension into heaven as we patiently live with physical distancing during
COVID19 and wait until we can be together again. Loving God:
Hear our prayer.
For people everywhere … (pause) … that all will heed the message of Laudato Si and
work towards the care of the Earth, our common home. Loving God:
Hear our prayer.
For our national and state leaders … (pause) … that they will make prudent decisions
in easing lockdown restrictions and that we all will continue to take healthy
precautions. Loving God:
Hear our prayer.
For those suffering financial hardship because of the pandemic … (pause) … that
they will be supported and encouraged by their governments and communities.
Loving God:
Hear our prayer.
For the sick … (pause) … that they will be comforted and cared for, and strengthened
by God’s abundant mercy. Loving God:
Hear our prayer.
For those who have died … (pause) … that they will ascend to glory with Christ our
Saviour, especially Mary Fanton, Gayle Snow, Bill Bowkett. Loving God:
Hear our prayer.
God of all creation, Christ moved beyond our sight, leaving us the power of his Spirit.
Through the prayers we offer, guide our deeds and words so that all may be drawn
into the embrace of your mercy. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
St Paul’s Prayer for the Ephesians.

Let us pray with St Paul for each other during this time of COVID19.

For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name.
I pray that, according to the riches of God’s glory,
God may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being
with power through God’s Spirit,
and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith,
as you are being rooted and grounded in love.
I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Now to God, who by the power at work within us
is able to accomplish abundantly far more than
all we can ask or imagine,
to God, be glory in the church, and in Christ Jesus to all generations,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:14-21: Prayer for the Readers
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