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NEWSLETTER 2 / 3 May 2020 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER A 
READINGS:  Acts 2:14, 36-41; 1 Pet 2:20-25; 

     GOSPEL:  Jn 10:1-10  

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 
 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we aim to be an evangelising, faith-filled parish 
whose members care for one another and are welcoming and inclusive. 

Adapted © LiturgyHelp:  Dr Mary Coloe, pbvm.  

‘When he has brought out his 
flock, he goes ahead of them, 
and the sheep follow because 

they know his voice.’ 

In the Scriptures the imagery of 
shepherding was used to speak 
of leadership. Kings who failed 
to lead their people according to 
covenant values were judged as 
‘bad shepherd,’ and according 
to Ezekiel 34, God is to be the 
good shepherd of Israel, binding 
up the wounded, seeking out 
the lost, and leading Israel to good pasture.  

So the image would have been familiar to Jesus’ audience, both from their life 
experience and from their Scriptures. The audience would know how vulnerable the 
sheep were to wild animals, dangerous paths, falls and scarcity of pasture. They 
would know that the survival of the sheep depended on the skill and attentive care of 
the shepherd. In this context, Jesus speaks of himself as ‘the gate of the sheepfold’. 
He is the one who lies across the doorway, the way in to safety, and the way out to 
good pasture. The imagery leads to the sharp contrast between the thief who comes 
to bring death and destruction, and Jesus who comes to bring life. 

Life in its fullness. This is the Easter gift that God offers us through Jesus. Such life 
is not ordinary physical life but an entirely new quality of life that in John’s Gospel is 
called ‘eternity life’. This is the quality of God’s life in eternity. This quality of life is 
like being born a second time, as Jesus said to Nicodemus in John 3. But, as the 
parable suggests, this life can be threatened by thieves and brigands. 

At the time when the Gospel was written (late 90’s C.E.) the community must have 
felt themselves under threat from outside forces. The emphasis in the parable is that 
of safety. The shepherd will protect his flock from harm. The parable assures these 
believers that Jesus will protect them. In the first century the threats were real. The 
community was experiencing a great struggle with Judaism and the Romans. From 
time to time, that struggle even became persecution. In Australia we have rarely 
experienced open conflict, let alone persecution for religious reasons, but there are 
many places in the world today where this is a reality – Indonesia, Israel, Pakistan, 
Ireland. 

The dangers that threaten us are more subtle. We don’t need thieves and brigands 
to steal us from the flock, our own hearts can readily leave the community lured by 
values that are not Christian. In the desire for greater affluence we can allow policies 
to limit refugee intake at a time when this is a humanitarian crisis. To have greater 
profit margins, companies may reduce the workforce making many jobless without 
prospect of future employment. Present wealth and comfort may impede ecological 
responsibility for the future. These are Gospel issues not just economic or political. 
This year we will hear Matthew criteria for entry into the reign of God: those who 
help the sick, offer shelter to the homeless, care for prisoners. These are very 
practical ways of evaluating Christian behaviour. 

Listening to today’s word let us reflect on what are the real things that threaten 
Christian living. Thieves and brigands would be much easier to fight than the subtle 
dangers we Christians face today. 

http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
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Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

PARISH OFFICE 

OPEN Monday to Friday 
8.30am - 4.30pm. 

PLEASE PHONE THE OFFICE 
BEFORE VISITING: 3849 7158.  

For any urgent matters after hours, 
please phone 3849 7158, leave a 

message and we will get back to you 
as soon as possible.  

WE PRAY FOR THOSE 

WHO HAVE DIED 
Especially Giuseppe Duro, Elizabeth 

Fogarty, Jennifer Tunstall (sister-in-

law of Alice), Bernadette Kostowsky 

who have died recently. Also Laura 

Sim, Raymond Coglan, Rita Galea, 

Simon Tinh, Gus Sim, whom we 

remember. 

BAPTISMS 
We congratulate  

Zoe & Ellie Maroske, 
daughters of  

Zachary & Zabdy.  
They were baptised this 
Sunday at St Bernard’s 

Church. 

A Litany of  Blessing in Times of  Grief 
Before we breathed our first, O God, 

You etched our names upon your hands, 
Like stretchmarks on mother’s skin. 

And those same hands that bear our lives 
Will carry us home as we breathe our last. 

So even in our grief, O God, 
Let every breath we carry within 

Announce your goodness with praise unending. 
For you have made us to be your own, 

A people of your Spirit with blessing on our lips. 

Therefore: 
Sun and moon:   Bless the Lord! 
Stars of the sky:   Bless the Lord! 
Depths of the ocean: Bless the Lord! 
Birds of air:    Bless the Lord! 
Let all creation:   Bless the Lord! 

Blessed be God... 

For doctors and nurses:    Blessed be God Forever! 
For scientists and researchers:   Blessed be God Forever! 
For pharmacists and technicians:   Blessed be God Forever! 
For social workers and caregivers:   Blessed be God Forever! 
For all who endeavour to keep us safe:  Blessed be God Forever! 
 
Blessed be God... 

For grocery clerks and janitors:   Blessed be God Forever! 
For restaurant chefs and fast food workers: Blessed be God Forever! 
For farmers and delivery drivers:   Blessed be God Forever! 
For field labourers and postal carriers:  Blessed be God Forever! 
For all who feed and care for us:   Blessed be God Forever! 
 
Blessed be God... 

For pastoral staffs:     Blessed be God Forever! 
For clergy and religious who pray for us daily:  Blessed be God Forever! 
For catechists teaching in new creative ways:  Blessed be God Forever! 
For liturgical ministers tackling technology: Blessed be God Forever! 
For all who serve the domestic church:  Blessed be God Forever! 
 
Blessed be God... 

For teachers and parents:    Blessed be God Forever! 
For those who sing and those who dance: Blessed be God Forever! 
For musicians, artists, composers and poets:  Blessed be God Forever! 
For comedians, actors and story-tellers:  Blessed be God Forever! 
For all who inspire and sustain our hearts: Blessed be God Forever! 
 
And Blessed be God... 

For the human spirit:     Blessed be God Forever! 
That strives to live in more gentle ways:   Blessed be God Forever! 
That connects with others while staying apart: Blessed be God Forever! 
That weeps and laughs and sits in silence: Blessed be God Forever! 
For the human family in deeper communion: Blessed be God Forever! 
 

In faith and love, we ask you, God, let not this virtue consume our 
world. 

But breathe your Spirit in us again that we may praise you unceasingly 
with Christ our Lord, from whom all good things come. 

 
“A Litany in Times of Grief” Copyright © Diana Macalintal, 2020. 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER A 
10 May 2020 

READINGS: Acts 6:1-7;  
         1 Pet 2:4-9 

         GOSPEL: Jn 14:1-12 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcatholicleader.com.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F07%2Flogo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcatholicleader.com.au%2F&docid=DHOkT6clh1qJQM&tbnid=BHegH4tZ793B7M%3A&vet=1&w=472&h=115&bih=910&biw=1920&ved=2a
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Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

4th Sunday of Easter Yr A 
First Reading Acts 2:14. 36-41 
From the Acts of the Apostles 

God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ. 
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven 
and addressed the crowd with a loud voice: ‘The whole 
House of Israel can be certain that God has made this 
Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.’ 
Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to 
Peter and the apostles, ‘What must we do, brothers?’ 
‘You must repent,’ Peter answered ‘and every one of 
you must be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made is for you 
and your children, and for all those who are far away, 
for all those whom the Lord our God will call to himself.’ 
He spoke to them for a long time using many 
arguments, and he urged them, ‘Save yourselves from 
this perverse generation.’ They were convinced by his 
arguments, and they accepted what he said and were 
baptised. That very day about three thousand were 
added to their number. 
The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 22:1-6. R. v.1 
(R.)  The Lord is my shepherd;  
 there is nothing I shall want. 

1.  The Lord is my shepherd; 
 there is nothing I shall want. 
 Fresh and green are the pastures 
 where he gives me repose. 
 Near restful waters he leads me, 
 to revive my drooping spirit.   (R.) 

2.  He guides me along the right path; 
 he is true to his name. 
 If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
 no evil would I fear. 
 You are there with your crook and your staff; 
 with these you give me comfort.  (R.) 

3.  You have prepared a banquet for me 
 in the sight of my foes. 
 My head you have anointed with oil; 
 my cup is overflowing.    (R.) 

4.  Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
 all the days of my life. 
 In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
 for ever and ever.    (R.) 

Second Reading  1 Pt 2:20-25 
From the first letter of St Peter 

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment 
patiently when you are punished after doing your duty. 
This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because 
Christ suffered for you and left an example for you to 
follow the way he took.  
He had not done anything wrong, and there had been 
no perjury in his mouth.  
He was insulted and did not retaliate with insults; when 
he was tortured he made no threats but he put his trust 
in the righteous judge.  
He was bearing our faults in his own body on the cross, 
so that we might die to our faults and live for holiness;  

through his wounds you have been healed.  
You had gone astray like sheep but now you have 
come back to the shepherd and guardian of your 
souls. 
The Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation Jn 10:14 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my sheep, and mine know me. Alleluia! 

Gospel    Jn 10:1-10 
From the holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does 
not enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in 
some other way is a thief and a brigand.  
The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of 
the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear his 
voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and leads 
them out.  
When he has brought out his flock, he goes ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow because they know his 
voice.  
They never follow a stranger but run away from him: 
they do not recognise the voice of strangers.’ 
Jesus told them this parable but they failed to 
understand what he meant by telling it to them. 
So Jesus spoke to them again: 

‘I tell you most solemnly, 
I am the gate of the sheepfold. 
All others who have come 
are thieves and brigands; 
but the sheep took no notice of them. 
I am the gate. 
Anyone who enters through me will be safe: 
he will go freely in and out 
and be sure of finding pasture. 
The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I have come 
so that they may have life 
and have it to the full.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman 
and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of 
the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicence #A-641326 
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Holy Thursday 
at Home 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 


