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16 / 17 May 2020
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER A

READINGS: Acts 8:5-8; 14-17; 1 Pet 3:15-18;
GOSPEL: Jn 14:15-21

What has Covid19 taught me about my faith and the
practice of it?
What an interesting time we have lived through in the past 2+ months! What have I grieved
the loss of? What has created such a ‘hole’ in our lives? Did I recognize that I might be
grieving? What have been my anxieties? How have I compensated for this loss? For me it
has given me pause to reflect on what I am missing most at this time. Yes, I am missing
the celebration of Mass but what exactly is it about? I am missing mostly, the Community
gathered, the Body of Christ in all its brokenness and joyful celebrations. This has made
me reflect on what are the Sacraments? What is Mass? Is it a private time for me ‘get
holy’? I think not! The social isolation has been a time of reflecting on what is the
sacramental grace we receive and how is this made manifest in our lives, however busy,
however isolated we feel from the body of Christ.
Helen Carboon wrote about Living Sacramentally:
When we hear the word ‘sacrament’ we might think of those rituals and ceremonies, rich
in symbolism and deep in meaning, that happen in a church or occasionally by a
bedside. These rituals mark in word and symbol significant moments in our lives when
we want to name and celebrate God’s presence with us. For most of us though most of
our lives is lived outside such significant moments. It could be said that most of our lives
is the ‘living out’ of these very moments in the ordinary experiences of our every day.
“God comes to us disguised as our lives” wrote the late Daniel O’Leary. It is within
the sacrament of our everyday experience that our God is revealed to us. We baptise
our babies, welcoming them into the loving and life-giving community of family and
church. And the loving and the giving of life happens at the bath-times and the bed-times
and the getting the homework done right through to the testing-the-boundaries
teenagers.
We make our commitments – for better and for worse – and spend the rest of our lives
living these every day, through all the joys and sorrows, the giving and receiving that
come with being given to another. From the occasions of celebration, to the testing of
trust, to the stresses and strains that come with every dynamic relationship – this is
where a commitment is ‘made flesh’.
We celebrate God’s forgiveness and live this in the patient forbearance and humble
apologies we experience every day. In the seemingly mundane ordinary moments, the
irritations and annoyances, the “rubs” of relating – this is where the accepting and
forgiving become real.
We are fed from the Eucharistic table and go out to live lives of Eucharist. We give
ourselves to be broken and shared in our love and living for and with our families, our
friends, the world outside ourselves. When we cook yet another meal, hang out one
more load of washing, get up in the night to a sleepless child – this is our self-giving. The
grand gestures may be all very well, but it’s in the warp and the weft of every Sunday
right through to the next Saturday that the real and constant giving, the real ‘eucharisting’
happens.
We take a walk in the park and delight in the magpies’ carolling and the tossing branches
of the graceful gum trees; we are greeted with a smile from our neighbour or receive an
unexpected email from an old friend; a courteous driver stops to let us into the stream of
traffic; we are greeted with kindness and care when we join the queue in the doctor’s
waiting room… A myriad of ‘small’ moments such as these can be moments of revelation
for us wherein we glimpse, however fleetingly, that there is a depth, a mysterious life,
within and beyond such seemingly ordinary encounters. And we can be grateful.
Perhaps “sacrament” should be a verb whereby we are “sacrament-ing” in each of those
moments where we meet this God at the heart of all life. Where, as the poet E E
Cummings expresses it “the ears of my ears awake and [and] the eyes of my eyes
are opened”.
When we come out of these restrictions let us celebrate where we can live Eucharist
together as the Body of Christ with renewed
faith and life-giving moments.
Adapted © LiturgyHelp: Dr Mary Coloe, pbvm.

Trish Stapleton, Pastoral Associate
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WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED

Especially Helen Greene, Donald Pettifer, Russell Lea,
Bill Bowkett, who have died recently. Also Laura Sim,
Rita Galea, Simon Tinh, Gus Sim, whom we remember.

Notices
An Update From Bishop Ken Howell
The Queensland Government have announced an
easing of restrictions from 16 May which will allow for
gatherings with a maximum capacity of 10 people for
weddings and baptisms. Funerals will be increased to a
maximum capacity of 20 people indoors and 30 people
outdoors. The celebration of Mass continues to be
suspended at this time. Priests will continue to
celebrate Mass (the Mass for the people) on Sundays
without a congregation, with people able to follow
Masses live-streamed from the Cathedral
or various parishes on Sundays and
weekdays.

90TH BIRTHDAY

We congratulate Maelisa Hartley
who celebrates her 90th birthday on
Wednesday 20 May. Many blessings,
good health and happiness.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE
COLUMBARIUM AT ST CATHERINE’S

Construction has begun on the Columbarium in the
grounds of St Catherine’s Church. The grass and
bush on the carpark side will make way for a tranquil
walled garden and seating for quiet reflection. When
finished, the Columbarium will have a capacity of up
to 260 single niches.

CLAIRVAUX MACKILLOP COLLEGE
‘Windows’ Day Tours have been cancelled,
however applications are still being accepted
for 2021–2024. Please visit the College
website at www.cvxmck.edu.au. For further
information, please phone 3347 9223 or
email enrolments@cvxmck.edu.au.

PRAY THE ROSARY
WITH CATHOLIC MISSION BRISBANE

Catholic Mission Brisbane is praying
the rosary every weekday during May
and
encourage
everyone
to
rediscover the beauty of the Rosary.
PARISH COLLECTIONS
All are welcome to join Catholic
We are very grateful to our generous parishioners who Mission Brisbane’s Facebook page to pray the rosary
continue to support our parish financially during these on Zoom at noon each week day during May:
tough times. It is really appreciated. A number of www.facebook.com/catholicmissionbrisbane
parishioners have asked if they can contribute via
internet banking so we thought we would provide our
bank details in case others would like to do so as well.
Our bank details are as follows:
NAME: Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish
BSB: 064-786
ACCOUNT: 100004121
ASCENSION OF THE LORD A
REFERENCE: Please use your surname and
24 May 2020
envelope number (if you have one). Please call Debbie
READINGS: Acts 1:1-11; Eph 1:17-23
at the parish office on 3849 7158 if you have any
GOSPEL: Mt 28:16-20
questions.

YAYA NEWS (YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS)
 Young Adults (18-35yrs) Sunday Readings group

Are you interested in digging deeper into the readings for
each Sunday with other Young Adults? Until Masses
restart, we are meeting on Zoom on Sundays at 6:30pm for
prayer and discussion.
 Readings Group
Earlier this year we gathered on Tuesday nights to discuss
and reflect on the readings for the coming Sunday. We now
meet via Zoom on Tuesdays at 7:00pm. Come as you are,
all resources provided.
If you are interested in either of the above groups, please
email Pauline at yaya.umg@bne.catholic.net.au to receive
a Zoom meeting link.
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IT’S NOT REALLY THE SECOND COMING
UNTIL I RETURN AFTER ACTUALLY
LEAVING EARTH ….. THIS TIME I WAS
JUST GETTING GROCERIES.

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish

6 Sunday of Easter Yr A
th

First Reading: Acts 8:5-8. 14-17
From the Acts of the Apostles
Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed the
Christ to them. The people united in welcoming the
message Philip preached, either because they had
heard of the miracles he worked or because they saw
them for themselves. There were, for example, unclean
spirits that came shrieking out of many who were
possessed, and several paralytics and cripples were
cured. As a result there was great rejoicing in that
town.
When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria
had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and
Gospel Acclamation: John 14:23
John to them, and they went down there, and prayed
Alleluia, alleluia!
for the Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit, for as yet
All who love me will keep my words,
he had not come down on any of them: they had only
and my Father will love them and we will come to
been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then
them.
they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy
Alleluia!
Spirit.
The Word of the Lord.
Gospel: John 14:15-21
All: Thanks be to God.
From the holy Gospel according to John
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 65:1-7. 16. 20.
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘If you love me you will keep my commandments.
(R.) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
I shall ask the Father,
1.
Cry out with joy to God all the earth,
and he will give you another Advocate
O sing to the glory of his name.
to be with you for ever,
O render him glorious praise.
that Spirit of truth
Say to God: ‘How tremendous your deeds! (R.)
whom the world can never receive
2.
‘Before you all the earth shall bow;
since it neither sees nor knows him;
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’
but you know him,
Come and see the works of God,
because he is with you, he is in you.
tremendous his deeds among men.
(R.)
I will not leave you orphans;
I will come back to you.
3.
He turned the sea into dry land,
In a short time the world will no longer see me;
they passed through the river dry-shod.
but you will see me,
Let our joy then be in him;
because I live and you will live.
he rules for ever by his might.
(R.)
On that day
4.
Come and hear, all who fear God.
you will understand that I am in my Father
I will tell what he did for my soul:
and you in me and I in you.
Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer
Anybody who receives my commandments and
nor withhold his love from me.
(R.)
keeps them
will be one who loves me;
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:15-18
and anybody who loves me will be loved by my
From the first letter of St Peter
Father,
Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always
and I shall love him and show myself to him.’
have your answer ready for people who ask you the
The Gospel of the Lord.
reason for the hope that you all have. But give it with
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
courtesy and respect and with a clear conscience, so
that those who slander you when you are living a good
life in Christ may be proved wrong in the accusations
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem
that they bring. And if it is the will of God that you
Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by
should suffer, it is better to suffer for doing right than
Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc,
for doing wrong.
and used by permission of the publishers.
The
English translation of the Psalm Responses, the
Why, Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died
Alleluia
and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel
once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In
Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for
raised to life.
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
The Word of the Lord.
OneLicence #A-641326
All: Thanks be to God.
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Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish

Holy Thursday
at Home
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