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NEWSLETTER 18 / 19 April 2020 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER A 
       READINGS: Acts 2:42-47; 1 Pet 1:3-9 

       GOSPEL: Jn 20:19-31 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 
 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we aim to be an evangelising, faith-filled parish 
whose members care for one another and are welcoming and inclusive. 

Adapted © LiturgyHelp:  Dr Mary Coloe, pbvm.  

‘Peace’ 

‘The world is charged with the grandeur of God.’ These words of Gerard Manly 
Hopkins speak of the new cosmic reality brought into existence by the Resurrection 
of Jesus. Humanity is glorified; matter is divinised in the Risen Body of the one who 
has passed through death into the fullness of life. All is now changed. A new possi-
bility is open for all creation. The Gospel uses symbolic language to express this 
newness when it speaks of ‘the first day’ and then ‘eight days later’. In John’s theol-
ogy a new creation has begun. The first day marks the dawning of the new age of 
God’s reign. Very early in Christian history, the dawn of this new age was symbol-
ised by speaking of the ‘eighth day’, the day after the Sabbath, and this terminology 
first appears in Christian literature in the Epistle of Barnabas (c. 95-135). This, by 
the way, is the reason why we joyfully celebrate the eighth day – the same day on 
which Jesus rose from the dead (Barn 15:8-9). The symbolism of the ‘eighth day’ 
continued in Christian architecture and even today many baptismal fonts are eight 
sided. The waters of baptism draw us into the new creation made possible in the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. 

While the Synoptic Gospels draw upon the symbolism of the Jewish Day of Atone-
ment to interpret the meaning of the crucifixion, John turns to the Creation story in 
Genesis 2. In John’s Gospel the passion story begins and ends in a garden where 
Jesus is arrested (18:1) and buried (19:42). And John emphasises that the cross is 
placed ‘in the middle’ (19:18). A first century audience would recall the most famous 
biblical garden – the Garden of Eden – and in the middle of that garden was the 
tree of life (Gen 2:9). John’s passion narrative focuses more on creation and new-
ness of life, than on sin and atonement. It is a completely different interpretive lens 
on the cross. 

The creation symbolism continues in the Johannine resurrection narrative when 
Jesus rises within a garden setting and is ironically mistaken for the gardener. Un-
derstanding the Johannine evocation of the original Garden of Paradise and who 
the original Gardner was, namely God who ‘planted a garden in Eden, in the 
east’ (Gen 2:8), and like a gardener cultivated it (Gen 2:9) and walked in it (3:8), 
Mary’s perception that Jesus is the gardener is accurate. The Risen One has 
passed through death into the glory that was originally his, with God in the begin-
ning. He returns to Mary as the Divine Gardener walking in the garden of his crea-
tion (Jn 1:2). 

These disciples have the Spirit of new life breathed upon them. They in turn are 
commissioned to offer new life to others in the forgiveness of sin and the life of the 
community. The English translation of Jesus’ words in Jn 20:23 does not accurately 
reflect the Johannine text. More literally from the Greek it reads 

Of whomever you forgive the sins, they have been forgiven. 
Of whomever you hold/embrace (kratēte) they are held. 

The Risen Jesus returns to disciples who deserted and denied him. And yet in this 
Easter meeting there is no word of Jesus rebuking them, and no word from them of 
remorse. The word they hear is, ‘Peace’. They are the first to experience the good 
news that sin has been forgiven. Jesus’ return to them is the sign that his love is 
greater than their failure. The disciples are sent out to others as men and women 
who know their own failure and know the joy of forgiveness. This is the joy they are 
commissioned to spread. Even Thomas is not rebuked for his doubt. Jesus meets 
Thomas in his need – here are my hands, look at my side. The final word of the 
Risen One is to us, the future believers who are counted even more blessed than 
the original disciples for our faith is not determined by sight. 

http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
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CICCA or Sacraments for Children 

Parents are invited to register their child/ren aged 7 years 
and older for the Sacrament program at any time of the year. 
There are four steps:  

1. Register 
2. Participation in Liturgy 
3. Invitation  
4. Enrol/Prepare/Celebrate.  

Contact the parish office on 3849 7158 to register your child and we will post 
you a Mass card. 

Whilst Masses and church activities are currently postponed, you will go on 
our mailing list to receive email updates and activities to help families stay 
connected to the parish. 

When life returns to normal, families are asked to attend weekend parish 
Mass and children get their Mass card signed. By regular participation in the 
liturgy the children gain confidence and feel more at home.  

As Fr Pat gets to know you and your child/ren he will write and formally 
invite your family into the program.  

Children are enrolled in the Sacrament Program and will attend family 
centred activity sessions to prepare for the celebration of Confirmation and 
First Communion. 

Name Badges 

Wearing a name badge allows the 
person you are speaking to, to call you 
by name, and assists people who may 
feel embarrassed because they have 
forgotten your name. It builds 
community and helps us know each 
other without the awkwardness of 
having to ask. Now is a good time to 
order. Badges are $17 and can 
currently be ordered from the parish 
office. 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

 PROJECT COMPASSION:  Every dollar received, thanks to your 
generosity, makes a positive difference in other people’s lives. As 
many are unable to hand in Project Compassion donations to parishes or 
schools at this time, here are some options that may assist you. 

 Remittance online 
Please count the cash you have in your boxes and envelopes and go online 
at “lent.caritas.org.au” and securely donate with your credit card. 

   Send a cheque 
You can send a cheque for the amount of cash you have counted to: 
Caritas Australia, GPO Box 9830, Sydney NSW 2001. 

 Bank your cash 
You can securely bank your cash via online transfer, or at a 
branch using the following bank account details. 
BSB – 062 217 
A/C NO. 1007 2446 
A/C Name – Caritas Australia 
Ref. DonorIDPC 

Please include your Donor ID with “PC” in the reference. If you don’t know 
your Donor ID, please use your last name. 

 Can’t leave home? Call Caritas 
If you have cash in Project Compassion Boxes, or envelopes, and are 
unable to leave your residence, and are unable to access online banking or 
donation, please call the friendly team at Caritas Australia on 1800 024 413. 

PARISH OFFICE 

OPEN Monday to Friday 
8.30am - 4.30pm. 

To help us maintain social 
distancing we ask visitors to 

PLEASE PHONE THE OFFICE 
BEFORE VISITING: 3849 7158.  
We appreciate your assistance in 

this regard. 

ANZAC DAY  

Saturday 25 APRIL  

As coronavirus restrictions remain 
tightly in place, many Australians 
are considering how they will mark 
the national day of remembrance 
and wondering which, if any, Anzac 
Day services will go ahead. 

The Australian War Memorial said 
its annual Anzac Day service would 
proceed. 

It will also form part of a live ABC 
broadcast, starting with coverage 
of the National Ceremony from 
5.00am. 

Due to COVID-19 the service will 
involve a revised ceremony with no 
veterans' march and no members of 
the public present. 

All states and territories' RSL 
branches have cancelled public 
Anzac Day services. 

Instead, they have joined other 
groups in asking Australians to unite 
in recognising all armed services 
personnel by standing on their 
driveways at 6:00am for a 
combined dawn service. 

More details will follow in next 
week’s newsletter, as to how we can 
honour Anzac Day at home. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER A 
26 April 2020 

READINGS: Acts 2:14, 22-33;  
 1 Pet 1:17-21  

GOSPEL:   Lk 24:13-35 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE DIED 
Especially Grant Coulthart (brother 

of Scott), Belinda Kenny, Zachary 

Streng,  Derek O’Sullivan, Dcn 

Peter Olsen, Michael Rawson, 

Tanya Walker who have died 

recently. Also  Gus Sim, Laura 

Sim, Rita Galea, Simon Tinh, 

whom we remember. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcatholicleader.com.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F07%2Flogo.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcatholicleader.com.au%2F&docid=DHOkT6clh1qJQM&tbnid=BHegH4tZ793B7M%3A&vet=1&w=472&h=115&bih=910&biw=1920&ved=2a
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Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

2nd Sunday of Easter Yr A 
Collect 
God of everlasting mercy, 
 who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast 
 kindle the faith of the people you have made your own, 
 increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed, 
 that all may grasp and rightly understand 
 in what font they have been washed, 
 by whose Spirit they have been reborn, 
 by whose Blood they have been redeemed. 
 Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 
From the Acts of the Apostles: 
The whole community remained faithful to the teaching 

of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of 
bread and to the prayers. 

The many miracles and signs worked through the 
apostles made a deep impression on everyone. 

The faithful all lived together and owned everything in 
common; they sold their goods and possessions and 
shared out the proceeds among themselves according 
to what each one needed. 

They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in 
their houses for the breaking of bread; they shared their 
food gladly and generously; they praised God and were 
looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added 
to their community those destined to be saved. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 117:2-4. 13-15. 22-24.  
(R.)  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
  his love is everlasting. 
1.  Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
 Let the sons of Aaron say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
 Let those who fear the Lord say:  
 'His love has no end.'  (R.) 
2.  I was thrust, thrust down and falling 
 but the Lord was my helper. 
 The Lord is my strength and my song; 
 he was my saviour. 
 There are shouts of joy and victory  
 in the tents of the just.  (R.) 
3.  The stone which the builders rejected 
 has become the corner stone. 
 This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. 
 This day was made by the Lord;  
 we rejoice and are glad.  (R.) 

Second Reading 1 Pet 1:3-9 
From the first letter of St Peter: 
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
in his great mercy has given us a new birth as his sons, 
by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have 
a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that can 
never be spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because 
it is being kept for you in the heavens. Through your 
faith, God’s power will guard you until the salvation 
which has been prepared is revealed at the end of time. 
This is a cause of great joy for you, even though you 
may for a short time have to bear being plagued by all 
sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, 
your faith will have been tested and proved like gold – 
only it is more precious than gold, which is corruptible 
even though it bears testing by fire – and then you will 
have praise and glory and honour. You did not see him, 

yet you love him; and still without seeing him, you are 
already filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be 
described, because you believe; and you are sure of 
the end to which your faith looks forward, that is, the 
salvation of your souls. 

Gospel Acclamation Jn 20:29 
 Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because 

you have seen me; happy those who have not seen 
me, but still believe! Alleluia! 

Gospel Jn 20:19-31 
From the holy Gospel according to John: 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the 

week, the doors were closed in the room where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and 
stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you,’ and showed them his hands and his side. The 
disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, 
and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 

 ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ 
 After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
 ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
 For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; 
 for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ 
 Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, 

was not with them when Jesus came. When the 
disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, 
‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands 
and can put my finger into the holes they made, and 
unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to 
believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the 
house again and Thomas was with them. The doors 
were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among 
them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my 
hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt 
no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and 
my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe because you 
can see me. 

 Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
 There were many other signs that Jesus worked and 

the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this 
book. These are recorded so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
this you may have life through his name. 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cact#act002
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cpt1#pt1001
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cjhn#jhn020
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cjhn#jhn020
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Holy Thursday 
at Home 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 


