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Guided by the Holy Spirit, we aim to be an evangelising, faith-filled parish
whose members care for one another and are welcoming and inclusive.
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT A

READINGS: Ezek 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11
GOSPEL: Jn 11:1-45
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All Masses and Reconciliation services
continue to be suspended until further notice.

The Parish Office remains OPEN at present
at the usual hours of 8.30am - 4.30pm,
Monday to Friday.

Stations of the Cross will no longer take place on Fridays, or on Good Friday.
Some practical suggestions for HOLY WEEK AT HOME
will be available next week.
Celebration of the sacraments for children and adults is postponed indefinitely.
All parish meetings are postponed.

FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE

 Watch Mass online 8am Monday to Friday and 8am & 10am Sunday at

www.archbne.org/bzw
 Sign up for regular emails, including two-minute homilies and daily readings at
www.archbne.org/dwlk.
So much has been and will continue to be, for some time, cancelled:
sports events, concerts, plays, worship services, rallies, travel,
meetings, classes, family gatherings, and so much more.
However Love has not been cancelled.
Mercy has not been cancelled.
Prayer has not been cancelled.
Attentiveness has not been cancelled.
Goodness has not been cancelled.
Thanksgiving has not been cancelled.
Loving relationships have not been cancelled.
Kindness has not been cancelled.
Music has not been cancelled.
Conversations have not been cancelled.
Learning has not been cancelled.
Poetry and storytelling has not been cancelled.
Courage has not been cancelled.
Meditation and contemplation have not been cancelled.
Painting and dancing has not been cancelled.
Families have not been cancelled.
Community and solidarity has not been cancelled.
Faith has not been cancelled.
Hope has not been cancelled.
And … God’s presence with us, has not been cancelled. - David Haas

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish

How can we
continue to
connect during
COVID19?
CARITAS
PROJECT COMPASSION


Universalis

In
your
search
engine
put
‘Universalis’ and it will open at the
Liturgical day of the year but has
options for all forms of Catholic
Prayer, including Liturgy of the Hours,
Readings of Mass of the Day,
Prayers for Various occasions.



Liturgy.Life

Here, you’ll find resources to help you
make your liturgy more life-giving
and ways to help bring that life-giving
mercy of Christ to the world.


Scripture Reflections
for Lent

Caritas continue to gratefully accept
donations for Project Compassion
2020. Please consider donating online
(see below).
“If there is one positive we can take
away from the current situation, it is
the power of people when we all work
together, united by a common cause.
Distancing ourselves from one another
has become a strong act of solidarity.
The coming months will be a time
when our human values are truly put to
the test. Will we turn away from those
who are most vulnerable, or will we
continue to reach out, in whatever way
we can? Visit lent.caritas.org.au and
please give what you can.”
Caritas Australia

EMERGENCY FOOD
PARCELS

Mt Gravatt Community Centre
1693 Logan Rd, Mt Gravatt
Continuing
with
our
Lenten
Basic emergency relief food parcels
Program: Be Opened: to be led by
are available to vulnerable or
the Spirit.
struggling members of our community.
http://
Pick up by appointment only and BYO
evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/
bags. In special circumstances, home
resources/lenten-program/
delivery may be possible to those selfisolating, in mandatory isolation or
Also: Wollongong Diocese has a
unable to get to the shops to buy food.
beautiful Resource:
Please mention this when you call for
https://www.dow.org.au/mediaan appointment.
resources/lenten-program/
Phone 3343 9833 or email
community@mgcci.org.au with any
queries.


Children’s worksheet on
Mass for each Sunday

Children, please see the back page
just for YOU!

5 April 2020
READINGS: [Entrance: Mt 21:1-11];
Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11
GOSPEL: Mt 26:14-27:66
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WE PRAY FOR THOSE
WHO HAVE DIED
Especially Archbishop Emeritus
John Bathersby, Fr Peter Conroy,
David
Tan,
Mary
Cassidy,
Giuseppina Luvara, Patricia ‘Pat’
Cooper, Joseph Sammut, baby
Amelia Stevens, Monica Williams,
Toni Oberman, Jo Lomax, who
have died recently. Also Edward
Rhoades, Simon Tinh, Laura Sim,
Patrick King, Victor Stanley Baker,
Doreen McFarlane, Rita Galea,
Gus Sim, whom we remember.

WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations to
Paul and Mary Cusack
on their occasion of their 50th
Wedding Anniversary on 31st
March. Blessings for many happy
years to come.
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John’s Gospel presents a totally different approach to the Jewish
thought. Quite late in Judaism an alternative view emerged that those who
chose in this life to live according to God’s ways, already possessed a
spark of God’s life and this life would never end. This second view brought
eternity life, the life of God, into the present. We find this view in the book
of Wisdom:
But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will
ever touch them. In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and
their departure was thought to be an affliction and their going from us to be
their destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of men they
were punished, their hope is full of immortality. (Wis 3:1-4)
In the book of Wisdom life is more than mere existence but is a
participation already in the eternity life that is the Divine prerogative. This
quality of life is a gift for those who choose Wisdom and physical death will
not destroy or even interrupt it. In physical death there is the separation of
spirit from the mortal flesh, but the spirit continues to participate in life or
remains in its state of deadliness. In this schema there is no need for a final judgment as
judgment is already made in the choices operating in a person’s lifetime. The end time will be a
manifestation and confirmation of these choices.
The long introduction to the Lazarus miracle establishes that Jesus has deliberately delayed
going to Bethany when he waits two days before making the journey into Judea (v. 6). When
Jesus makes this decision he speaks of Lazarus as one who ‘has fallen asleep’ (v. 11). The
association of death and sleep emerges late in Israel’s Scriptures, and is more common within the
post-exilic and Wisdom writings, possibly reflecting the developing notion that death is not an end,
but that there will be a time when the ‘sleeper’ will awaken. (Deut 31:16; Ps 13:3; Jer 51:39, 57;
Dan 12:2; 4 Ezra 2:31; 7:32, 35; Sir 46:19, 20; 2 Macc 12:45; Wis 17:14)
Martha professes faith in Jesus’ ability to heal when she states, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.’ (v. 21) Jesus replies simply, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha
understands this as a reference to the end-time resurrection. ‘I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.’ (v. 24) But Jesus’ reply directs her away from this model of ‘endtime’ resurrection as he makes the resurrection a present reality in his own person. ‘I am the
resurrection and the life.’ (v. 25) Jesus then elaborates on this realised eschatological claim when
he speaks about believers who have died (Lazarus), and current believers (readers).
• ‘The one who believes in me, though he die (like Lazarus), shall live.’ (v. 25) Jesus is here
refuting the Jewish notion of death as going into some type of non-existence in Sheol while
awaiting the end time resurrection back to life. Lazarus, even though dead, lives on as the miracle
will soon demonstrate. Lazarus can be called back into this earthly life, prior to a final
resurrection. He has not passed through death to non-existence.
• ‘Whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.’ (v. 26) For the believer ‘life’ is not simply
existence, it is a quality of life given by Jesus that will not perish. This is the understanding of life
for the righteous that is found in the Book of Wisdom. For the righteous death has no final reality,
‘they only appear to die’. (Wis 3:2) ‘Because of her I shall have immortality.’ (Wis 8:13) The
physical flesh undergoes normal corruption but the spirit/soul lives on in the ‘hand of God’. (Wis
3:1)
The raising of Lazarus demonstrates the immortality or Wisdom perception of life after death. In
the Lazarus episode Jesus shows that there is a life beyond the grave, even as we await
resurrection at the end of time. While physical life will cease, the God-life that has been given to
us through Jesus, will never cease.
Christians today, like John’s community, still face the great mystery of death. Our Christian hope
is that God keeps faith with us. The power of God manifest in Jesus’ resurrection is a power for
life in which we will share. Jesus displayed this power for life in restoring the life of Lazarus
revealing that death for the believer is not a dead-end. The God who has called us into life
remains faithful to that gift of life.
Adapted © Liturgyhelp: Dr Mary Coloe, pbvm.
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