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Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 
 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we aim to be an evangelising, faith-filled parish 
whose members care for one another and are welcoming and inclusive. 

NEWSLETTER 21 / 22 March 2020 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT A 
READINGS:  1 Sam 16:1, 6-7, 10-13; Eph 5:8-14 

GOSPEL:  Jn 9:1-41 

Important Information for Parishioners and Visitors  
Due to Government and Catholic Archdiocese advice 

 on Coronavirus COVID-19 

SATURDAY VIGIL AND SUNDAY MASSES  

ARE SUSPENDED  

INCLUDING THIS WEEKEND 21 / 22 March 2020. 
                       Please read Archbishop Mark Coleridge’s full message to  

                                             the Archdiocese on page 2. 

 
“I am the Light!” 

The story of the man born blind continues the theme touched on 
last week of a journey of faith symbolised in this passage as a 
journey from darkness to light. Once again knowing the original 
context will help our understanding of this passage. 

John chapters 7, 8 and 9 all take place within the Jewish festival of 
Tabernacles. Within this festival there are three great symbols and 
rituals. 

1. Every morning the High Priest leads a procession from the 
Temple down to the pool of Siloam where he collects a large 
beaker of water. This he carries back to the Temple and pours 
on the altar with all the people joyfully singing psalms and 
acclamations. 

2. Then in the evening, four enormous seven branched candlesticks were set up 
in the Temple courtyards and under this light the people would joyfully dance, 
celebrating God’s saving presence with them. 

3. A third ritual was also in the morning when the priests would turn and face the 
rising sun, and then turn their back to the sun and face the Temple as an act of 
affirmation of faith in the one God of Israel. At one time in their history, people 
had turned their back to the Temple and worshipped the sun, so this ritual was 
an expression of sorrow for the past and a commitment to true worship of God. 

Within this festival Jesus appropriates all these symbols. He says, ‘If anyone 
thirst let him come to me and drink; whoever believes, as Scripture says, out of 
his belly shall flow streams of living water.’ (7:37) 
Then on the last day, the great day of the festival he proclaims, ‘I am the light of 
the world’. (8:12). Jesus is now the true source of living water and the light of the 
world. In the story of the man born blind, Jesus’ claims are acted out. The 
passage begins by refuting the Jewish idea that illness was a punishment for sin.  

Jesus cures the man by mixing his spittle with the earth to make a paste which he 
places on the eyes of the man. He then tells him to go to the pool of Siloam – the 
same pool that was part of the ritual of Tabernacles. We are told that the word 
Siloam means ‘sent’. This word further makes the link between Jesus and the 
waters of Siloam for in this Gospel Jesus consistently speaks of himself as one 
‘sent’ by God e.g. ‘I know him, for I come from him, and he sent me’ (7:29). Jesus 
is ‘the Sent one’ of God.The Gospel holds up the possibility of two journeys – 
towards the light or towards the darkness. The light of Easter invites us forward 
but we must first pass through the shadow of the cross. As we make the journey 
of the blind man we pray, ‘Christ be our light!’ 

Adapted © Liturgyhelp:  Dr Mary Coloe, pbvm.  

http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
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Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE  

These are anxious times as we enter new and uncharted territory. The spread of the coronavirus is alarming 

for a generation that has known nothing like it, and it shows how fragile we are. How long it will last we do 

not know, but almost certainly we are in for the long haul. For all of us, this is a challenge at many levels. 

In the Archdiocese there is a daily meeting to address the most recent advice from the Government and the 

health authorities and to consider its implications for the Catholic community. As a result, we have already 

taken some decisions to curb the spread of the virus. 

Now in the light of the latest advice from the Government and Catholic Health Australia, the Archdiocese has 

come to further decisions. The provisions below will now apply and more are sure to follow:  

• The celebration of Mass on Sundays (including the Saturday vigil) is suspended with immediate effect and 

until further notice, and all the faithful are dispensed from the Sunday obligation.  

• Priests will continue to celebrate Mass (the Mass for the people) on Sundays without a congregation, with 

people able to follow Masses live-streamed from the Cathedral at archbne.org/bzw on Sundays and 

weekdays.  

• For the time being, weekday Masses may be celebrated as scheduled, with the current restrictions and 

precautions to be observed.  

• The Sacrament of Reconciliation should in general be celebrated only by appointment with the priest, with 

the current precautions to be observed.  

• Any Church celebration or event where more than 100 people are expected should be cancelled or 

postponed.  

• All attending any Church celebration or event should respect the requirements of physical distancing.  

• All ministers of Holy Communion, including the priest, should disinfect their hands before and after 

distributing.  

 In the Ordinary Form of the Latin Rite, the Body of Christ should be administered only in the hand and the 

chalice should be received by the celebrant alone.        

 The Sign of Peace should be limited to saying “Peace be with you” with a nod or bow; no hand-shaking or 

hand-holding should occur here or at the Our Father.  

 Hymn books should not be used.  

 As far as possible, churches should remain open to allow private prayer; the Blessed Sacrament might be 

exposed in the monstrance for this purpose (as long as fewer than 100 are attending and with the usual 

provisions for reverence and security of the Sacrament). 

• Communion to the sick should be taken by priests alone and in general be restricted to Viaticum to the 

dying, with the current restrictions and precautions to be observed.  

• Prayers of intercession for an end to the pandemic and for the safety of all should be included in Masses, 

in the Liturgy of the Hours and in private prayer; houses of consecrated religious are asked to intensify 

their intercessory prayer also.  

• Baptisms, weddings and funerals may be celebrated, but restricted if necessary to immediate family; 

baptisms and weddings can always be postponed.  

• Priests should ensure that parishioners can contact them in emergencies.  

It is essential in a time such as this to strengthen and deepen our spiritual life, precisely so that we do not 
“lose sight of Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2). The Archdiocese will do everything possible to assist you with this; and 
there is an abundance of online resources – including Mass at home – to nourish your faith through this 
time. As Pope Francis has said, pastors will have to show creativity in ministering to their people; and there 
are many examples of this around the world, with technology making it less difficult than in the past. 

 

        With the blessing of peace,  

        Most Rev Mark Coleridge, Archbishop of Brisbane  

. 
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Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE DIED 
Especially Archbishop Emeritus John 
Bathersby, Fr Peter Conroy, Patricia 
‘Pat’ Cooper, Joseph Sammut, baby 
Amelia Stevens, Ivan Smith, Adela 
Richardson, Sr Nola McNamara, Marie 
McCulloch, John Suckling, Monica 
Williams, Toni Oberman, Jo Lomax, 
who have died recently. Also  Patrick 
McCann, Douglas Cochran, Ann 
Rooney, Philip Rooney, Jane Davis, 
Elizabeth Loan, Joseph Linh, Edward 
Rhoades, Peter Cryan, Mary Rhodes, 
Dr Hilary and Cleta De Souza, Thomas 
Flanagan Jnr, Thomas & Kathleen 
Flanagan, Colin & Kathleen Edwards, 
Sr Teresa Lake-Smith, Jessie 
Brennan, Fr Patrick McHugh, Des 
Cosgrove, Simon Tinh, Laura Sim, 
Rita Galea, Gus Sim, Brian Lawton, 
whom we remember.  

Notices 

29 March 2020 

READINGS: Ezek 37:12-14;  
 Rom 8:8-11  
GOSPEL:  Jn 11:1-45   

PARISH ACTIVITIES THAT 
ARE CONTINUING: 
 Stations of the Cross: 
 Stations of the Cross Fridays in Lent: 
 9.00am St Martin’s Church and 
 7.00pm St Bernard’s Church. 

 Small Group Meetings: 
 Social Justice Group 
 RCIA 
 Lenten Scripture Group 
 St Vincent de Paul 

 Musicians and Choir Practice 
 Tuesdays 7.00pm St Bernard’s 

Church / St Catherine’s Church 

 HeartFit: 
 Mondays 11.30am; Fridays 10.00am 

in St Bernard’s Aspinall Hall. Contact 
Bruce: 0408 740 543. 

NB: Current restrictions and 
precautions apply to these 
gatherings and must be observed.  

CANCELLED EVENTS IN 
PARISH & ARCHDIOCESE:  
The following events and activities are 
suspended/cancelled until further 
notice: 

 Parish Mass for Forgiveness of 
Sins [was to be Tuesday 24 
March]: Cancelled. 

 Parish Craft Group - Weekly 
gatherings suspended 

 St Bernard’s Seniors:  
 Hoy [2 April] & Bus Trip [16 April to 

Koogie Downs Museum] both 
cancelled. 

 St Catherine’s Seniors: 
 Bus Trip [25 March to Bribie Island, 

Ferryman Cruises] cancelled. [Bus 
Trip 22 April under review]. 

 Uni Students BBQ: Postponed. 

 Beside Restful Waters: weekly 
Wednesday gatherings suspended. 

 Childrens Liturgy of the Word 
[CLOW]: Suspended. 

 Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
Brisbane: City Prayer Meetings on 
first Wednesdays suspended. 

 Iona Passion Play: Public 
performances cancelled and ticket 
purchases to be refunded. 

Further details will be provided as they 
come to hand. Please refer to the 
Parish Newsletter for updates on when 
activities will resume. 

     BAPTISMS 
     We congratulate  

              Pax Trinh,  

son of  Michael & Thi.  

He will be baptised this Sunday  

at  St Bernard’s Church. 

RCIA Steps 

We welcome Sasenka who is 
preparing for full initiation. He is 
attending our Lenten prayer groups. 

On a date to be determined, 
 Rodney will be received into the 
 Catholic Church, Confirmed and 
 receive First Holy Communion. 
 Heather and Denise will be prayed 

over during the Scrutinies for 
Catechumens Elect. 
 Sasenka will be Received into the 

Order of Catechumens. 

Archbishop Emeritus 

+John Bathersby, RIP 

For those who missed Archbishop 
John Bathersby’s funeral, the funeral 
and Vigil can be streamed on 
demand: 
archbne.org/bzt  
A man so loved by his people and 
all who worked with him. A good 
and faithful servant of God! May he 
rest in peace. 

Lenten Scripture Group 

All are welcome! We will be practicing 
social distancing! 
Mondays 7.00pm in St Bernard’s 
Community Centre. Books are 
available when you attend. 

Sakun, 32 years old, 
lives in a village in 
central east India. 
She developed polio 
as a child and has 
difficulty walking. 
Until now Sakun, an 

indigenous Gond woman, has 
been isolated in her community, 
unable to earn a livelihood and 
without knowledge of 
government schemes that could 
help her. Sakun lives with her 
sister in a rural area of 
Chhattisgarh, India’s poorest 
state.  In 2018, Sakun joined a 
Caritas Australia-funded 
program which is implemented 
by Caritas India and its local 
partner, Samarthan. Through 
their strategic guidance and 
support, Sakun learned new 
skills and gained important 
mobility. Sakun now earns her 
own income and makes a small 
profit which goes towards her 
family’s basic needs. With your 
help, Caritas Australia can help 
uplift vulnerable communities 
and support the right of 
indigenous peoples around the 
world.  

http://archbne.org/bzt
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THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 

MASS TIMES 
 23 - 29 March 2020 

Monday 23 March 
9.15am St Catherine’s 

Tuesday 24 March 
9.15am St Bernard’s 

Wednesday 25 March 
7.00am St Catherine’s 

Thursday 26 March 
7.00am St Bernard’s 

Friday 27 March 
8.00am St Bernard’s 
9.30am St Martin’s 

Saturday 28 March 
Saturday Vigil Masses in the Parish 

suspended until further notice. 

Sunday 29 March 
Sunday Masses in the Parish 
suspended until further notice. 

RECONCILIATION 
By appointment only with the priest 

Monday 23 March 
 —-oo0oo—- 

HeartFit - 11.30am Aspinall Hall 

SVdP (St Catherine’s) -  
5.00pm Community Centre 

Lenten Scripture Group - 7.00pm 
St Bernard’s Community Centre 

Tuesday 24 March 
—-oo0oo—- 

Craft Group - cancelled till further 
notice 

Scripture Group - Meet at Lenten 
Scripture Group during Lent 

Choir Practice (Easter ceremonies) - 
7.00pm St Bernard’s Church &  

St Catherine’s Church 

Wednesday 25 March  
—-oo0oo—- 

Beside Restful Waters -  
Monthly Charismatic Mass (4th 

Wednesday) cancelled till further 
notice. 

Thursday 26 March  
—-oo0oo—- 

 

Friday 27 March  
—-oo0oo—- 

Stations - 9.00am St Martin’s Ch 

Playgroup - 9.30am Rosenskjar Hall 

HeartFit - 10.00am Aspinall Hall 

Stations - 7.00pm St Bernard’s Ch 

YAYA (18 years & over) - 7.00pm 

Aspinall Hall 

 

 

Almighty and all-merciful God,  

lover of the human race, healer of all our wounds,  

in whom there is no shadow of death,  

save us in this time of crisis;  

grant wisdom and courage to our leaders;  

watch over all medical people  

as they tend the sick and work for a cure;  

stir in us a sense of solidarity beyond all isolation;  

if our doors are closed, let our hearts be open.  

By the power of your love destroy the virus of fear,  

that hope may never die  

and the light of Easter, the triumph of life,  

may shine upon us and the whole world.  

Through Jesus Christ, the Lord risen from the dead,  

who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  

Amen.  

Holy Mary, health of the sick, pray for us.  

St Joseph, guardian of us all, pray for us. 

 
       Archbishop Mark Coleridge 

 

 

 

 

 

Gracious God,  

We give thanks anew for your providence and presence.  

We prayerfully seek your grace, amidst COVID-19 here  

and overseas.  

We pray for those in need of healing.  

We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or grieving.  

We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain  

all those who are serving in response.  

We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment  

amidst the many choices and decisions  

facing our national, community and medical leaders.  

We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do  

to help those who are vulnerable.  

This prayer for our nation in the family of nations,  

with all that is on our hearts,  

we gather now and pray  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 
      Ecumenical prayer from the National Council of Churches,  

                who have invited all to pray this prayer at 7pm each day,   

                but especially on Sunday 29 March which is marked  

      as a National Day of Prayer in this time of crisis. 


