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NEWSLETTER 24/25 December 2017 

NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
READINGS: Vigil - Isaiah 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Matt. 1:18-25 

Night  -  Isaiah 9:1-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 
Dawn  -  Isaiah 62:11-12; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20 
Day  -  Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 
 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we aim to be an evangelising, faith-filled parish 
whose members care for one another and are welcoming and inclusive. 

 

‘I’m in the secret service!’  

A pentecostal friend of mine tells the story of leaving church one Christmas 
morning as the preacher was standing at the door, greeting everyone and 
shaking hands. He grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled him aside. 
The pastor said to him, ‘You need to join the Army of the Lord!’ To which my friend 
replied, ‘I'm already in the Army of the Lord, pastor.' The pastor looked amazed and 
said, ‘How come I don't see you here at church then, except at Christmas and 
Easter?’ My friend whispered back, ‘Because I'm in the secret service.' 

If you are like my friend and find yourself in the ‘secret service’, you're in good 
company at Christmas time. The first hearers of the Christmas story were not much 
into church-going either. Shepherds in first century Palestine had to watch their flocks 
around the clock for fear of thieves and wolves. This didn't leave much time for temple 
attendance. They prayed where they were, as they were. These shepherds, however, 
were in the right place at the right time to hear the first Christmas message. Maybe 
they had the right disposition too. 

Sometimes, publicly religious people can sound as though they know the mind of God 
better than God does! It's a trap we need to avoid and Christmas helps us do it. No 
one predicted the way God would send us a saviour. No one knew the day or the hour 
of God’s coming. No one foresaw that God would be born a homeless person. No one 
envisaged that the first witnesses to the birth would be illiterate shepherds from 
nearby fields. While some waited for a mercenary to overthrow the Romans, others 
held their breath for the procession of a heavenly king. The love of God, however, 
took flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone and came to us as a poor, defenceless baby. 

That's our God, not bound by our precepts or expectations, but honouring the 
promises made to our ancestors, in the most surprising of ways. And Christmas 
provides us with the most tender images of our God, One who needs to be nurtured, 
suckled and held tight. 

It's not a bad metaphor for our Christian faith either. If Christmas means anything to 
us then it's not an annual religious outing or something to fill in time on a public 
holiday. It's a moveable feast which we celebrate every time we do something just, 
loving or peaceful. That's why we gather here for the Eucharist each week: to be 
nurtured, fed, suckled and held in God's embrace, if only for a while, so that we find 
the courage and strength to go out from here, confront the wolves and thieves of our 
own day and be in the right place at the right time for God to find us. 

So this Christmas, cash in your secret service card and, ‘Go tell it on the mountain, 
over the hill and everywhere. Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.'  

From LiturgyHelp.com  © Rev. Richard Leonard SJ  

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE 
24/25 DECEMBER 2017 

All Respond:   

Joy to the world the Lord is come. 
We light this candle because Jesus, 

the Light of the world, was born on this day  
and He brightens all things. 

Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns. 

http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
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READERS ROSTER  31/12/ 2017 
St Bernard’s Readers: John 

Cassidy, Deshveena Wilson, Kay 

Goldfarb; Pauline Huxley, Greg 

Marshall, Jan Rhoades; Kay 

Cook, Anne George, Carol 

Wilson; Tito Ah Toon, Michele 

Alexander, Christina Stewart. 

St Martin’s Readers: Andrea Otto, 

Cristy Gardner, Robyn Otto. 

St Catherine’s Readers: Novita 

Jurry, Joanne Blanchfield, Brian 

Rayfield; Sam Leonard, Sam 

Seneratna, Edan Pereira. 

CHRISTMAS MASS RESPONSES 
  

CHRISTMAS CAROLS  

BEFORE MASS 

North Wind 
  

1. The north wind is tossing the leaves,  
the red dust is over the town,  
the sparrows are under the eaves  
and the grass in the paddock is brown,  
as we lift up our voices and sing  
to the Christchild, the heavenly King. 

 

2. The tree-ferns in green gullies sway,  
the cool stream flows silently by,  
the joybells are greeting the day,  
and the chimes are adrift in the sky,  
as we lift up our voices and sing  
to the Christchild, the heavenly King. 

© W:Wheeler J ; M:James WG 1948 Chappell & Co. All 
rights reserved. ONE LICENSE #A-641326.  

  

 

 

The Silver Stars 
The silver stars are in the sky,  
The red-gold moon goes riding high, 
O, sleep my little one sleep! 
 

Once long ago, against her breast, 
A mother hush’d a babe to rest, 
Who was the Prince of Heav'n above, 
The Lord of gentleness and love. 
O, sleep, my little one sleep! 
 

The boobook calls across the night, 
The brown moths flutter in the light, 
O, sleep, my little one sleep! 
 

In Bethlehem long, long ago, 
When roads and paddocks 
        gleam'd with snow; 
On this same night, that mother mild, 
Lull'd into dreams her royal child. 
So, sleep, my little one, sleep! 
My little one sleep! 

© W:Wheeler J ; M:James WG 1948 Chappell & Co. All 
rights reserved. ONE LICENSE #A-641326.  

 

Psalms ©  2000 Colin D Smith WIL 

Alleluia Verses: Music: Mason, P © 2004  Text: Excerpts 

from the English Translation of The Roman Missal © 2010 

ICEL.  Willow Pub. ONE LICENSE #A-641326 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

MASSES 4.30 pm & 5.00 pm 
St Bernard’s & St Catherine’s  

PSALM RESPONSE: 
All: Today, today a saviour has been 

born; a saviour has been born to 
us.  He is Christ the Lord, Christ 
the Lord, Jesus Christ the Lord.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE: 
All:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 Good news and great joy to all the 

world. Good news and great joy  
 for today is born our Saviour, 

Christ the Lord. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   

 

 
 

VIGIL MASSES  
6.15 pm St Bernard’s;  

7.00 pm St Catherine’s;  
8.30 pm St Bernard’s.  

PSALM RESP: 
All: Forever I will sing the goodness of 

the Lord. 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE: 
All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 The wickedness of the earth will be 

destroyed tomorrow: the Saviour of 
the world will be our king. Alleluia! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
 

 
 

9.00 pm St Martin’s; 
Midnight Mass - St Bernard’s. 

PSALM RESP: 
All: Today, today a saviour has been 

born; a saviour has been born to 
us.  He is Christ the Lord, Christ 
the Lord, Jesus Christ the Lord.  

 

ALLELUIA VERSE: 
All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 Good news and great joy to all the 

world. Good news and great joy for 
today is born our Saviour, Christ 
the Lord. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
 

From Fr Pat, Fr Stephen and Parish Staff 

We wish you a peace filled and joyous Christmas.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with those experiencing grief, for whom 
this Christmas will be their first without a loved one.  
We give thanks for and ask God’s continued blessing for all in our parish 
family. Thank you to those who have contributed to the life of our parish 

in 2017. May the Christ child bring peace and courage to all 
who are suffering in mind, body or Spirit.  
May 2018 be a year of blessings and graces from our ever-
present, loving and ever-generous God.  

Next Monday, 1st January 

2018, we celebrate Mary, 

the Holy Mother of God. 

CHRISTMAS DAWN MASSES 
7.00 am St Bernard’s 

PSALM RESP: 
All: A light will shine on us this day, 

the Lord is born for us. 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE: 
All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 Glory to God, glory in the high-

est; Glory to God in the highest, 
peace to his people on earth. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES 
8.00 am St Martin’s 

8.30 am St Catherine’s; 
9.30 am St Bernard’s. 

PSALM RESP: 
All: All the ends of the earth have 

seen the saving power of God. 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE: 
All: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 A holy day has dawned upon 

us.  Come, you nations and 
adore the Lord.  Today a great 
light has come upon the earth! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
 

 
  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  

Response All:  Hear our prayer. 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiP8dL4-IPRAhVGo5QKHRpYDvYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F378302437423503045%2F&bvm=bv.142059868,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNExHZTE2alNiNRhmvi1vcnE0ErJ
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Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 
  

COMMUNION HYMNS 
TABLE OF PLENTY 

Refrain:  
Come to the feast of heaven and earth! 
Come to the table of plenty!   
God will provide for all that we need,  
here at the table of plenty. 
 

1. O, come and sit at my table where 
saints and sinners are friends.  

 I wait to welcome the lost and lonely 
to share the cup of my love.        (R) 

 

2. O, come and eat without money; 
come to drink without price.   

 My feast of gladness will feed your 
spirit with faith and fullness of life.  

 

3. My bread will ever sustain you 
through days of sorrow and woe. 
My wine will flow like a sea of 
gladness to flood the depths of your 
soul.   (R) 

 

4. Your fields will flower in fullness; 
your homes will flourish in peace.  
For I, the giver of home and 
harvest, will send my rain on your 
soil.      (R) 

W&M: Schutte, Dan © OCP Publications  

All rights reserved ONELICENSE #A-641326 
 

 
  

 

GIFT OF GOD 
Refrain All: Gift of God, O Emmanuel. 
                    Gift of God, O Emmanuel. 
Cantor:   
Word of mercy, word of justice: ... 
Word of prophets, word of poets: … 
Holy Word of God made flesh.      R/ 
 

In the stillness of the night fall: ... 
In the stillness of each heartbeat: ... 
In the silence, you are here.           R/ 
 

You are bread for all who hunger:... 
You are drink for all the thirsting:.. 
You are sacrifice and feast.            R/ 
 

With the shepherds and the angels:... 
With the anawim and Magi:... 
We lift up our prayers to you.          R/ 
 

To a world of strife and conflict: ... 
To a world of fears and hatreds:… 
Comes the gentle Prince of Peace. R/ 
 

To a world of grief and sadness:... 
To a world of pain and suff’ring:… 
Comes the hope of joy renewed.    R/ 
 

To a world that yearns for meaning:… 
To a world of many hungers:… 
Comes the Living Bread of Life:      R/ 
 

Let the stars of night time praise you:... 
Let the holy darkness praise you:… 
Let creation join in song.      R/ 

W&M :  Haugen, Marty © 2000 GIA Publications  

All rights reserved ONELICENSE #A-641326 

GUIDES AND 
WELCOMERS 
Do you enjoy meeting people? Do you 

love your Cathedral? Do you revel in 

good art and juicy history? You are 

invited to talk with us about becoming 

a volunteer welcomer and guide at the 

Cathedral of St Stephen. Join us for an 

information session to be held in the 

Hanly Room, Francis Rush Centre  

1 February 2018, 10.30 am-12.30 pm.  

Contact Carmel Devery 3324 3030 or  

E: deveryc@bne.catholic.net.au by  

25 January 2018. 

CARITAS GLOBAL GIFTS 
Send a Christmas message to those you 

love, and support those in need.  

Choose a Global Gift card to give to 

family or friends and bring a moment 

of joy and help create a lifetime of 

change for some of the world’s most 

vulnerable people. Order at W: 

www.globalgifts.org.au or call  

1800 024 413. 

ROMERO CENTRE 
People seeking asylum in our 

community are facing homelessness 

and destitution.   WE NEED YOUR 

HELP.  Cash donations or assistance 

with rent payments are most welcome 

as these families need ongoing support.  

Information Beata 3013 0100 or  

E: beata.ostapiej-piatkowski 

@mercycs.org.au. 

CATHOLIC LEADER 
 Special Christmas edition, and 

tribute edition to the late Bishop 

John Gerry 

 Christmas messages from 

Queensland bishops and from 

Australian Catholic Bishops 

Conference president 

 Coverage of Royal Commission’s 

final report. 

WE PRAY FOR 
Lina Giacomantonio (sister of Tony), 

Cathy Obstoj (wife of Michael, and 

mother of Nicholas & Joshua), Hana 

Paglar (mother of Vevita Varella), Colin 

Boulus, Douglas Rebecchi, Bishop John 

Gerry DD, May Wockner, Tony Musso, 

Peg Hackett, Leona Orford, Ana 

Figueiredo, Michael Burke, June Zerbst 

and Robert Tully who have died 

recently, also Peter Quinn, John 

Harrison, Rosario Sorbello, Rosa Vitale, 

Ted Paulsen, Nudge Noonan, Tony 

Grieg, Joe de Lange, Fr Patrick 

McHugh, Gwen Hemmings, Neville 

Wilson, Merle Gibbs, Pat Gordon, Rod 

Ross, Pat Rooney, Simon Tinh, Brian 

Lawton, Laura Sim, Rita Galea, Dr 

Hilary & Cleta De Souza, Michael, 

Manuela, Santo, Rodolfo & Luisa 

Cassarino, Charles & Catherina Doyle, 

Filomena Portlock, Robert & Natalina 

Woods, Josephine Hanmore, Mary, 

Clare, Michie, Fred & Maria Manson, 

Harriet Beane, William, May, Elizabeth, 

Bill & Norine Ingham, John & Pat 

Ingham, Ted & Doris Humphreys, Sr M 

Anna Schepis, Pat Palumbo, Margareta 

Szpaczek, Marietta Valzacchi, Roy 

Cargill, Maureen Hambling, Marilou 

Barbic, Jacqueline Boutros and deceased 

relatives and friends of the Druery, 

O’Brien, Tully, Doniger, Johnson, 

Gordon, Woods, and Ingham, families 

whom we remember at this time. 

FUNERAL NOTICE 
The funeral Mass for Lina 

Giacomantonio, sister of Tony and 

daughter of Luigi & Giovannina (Decd) 

will be held at St Bernard’s Church 

Wednesday 27 December, 10.30 am.   

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLICS 
MAGAZINE 
The Summer Edition of the Jesuit 

Magazine ‘Australian Catholics’ is now 

available at our parish churches.  Please 

take a copy.  Sponsored by the local 

SVdP Conference. 

mailto:deveryc@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwilkLSe-IPRAhXMFZQKHa0LBWIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fswengelsk.se%2F&psig=AFQjCNEhEgTfFkjEcRj3Vh7LoYYisNOgbw&ust=1482363384844416
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 MASS TIMES 
26 December   -  31 December 2017 

 

St Bernard’s: 

Tues. 9.15 am - Boxing Day 

Wed.  NO MASS 

Thurs. 7.00 am 

Fri. 8.00 am 

Sat. 6.15 pm  -  Sunday Vigil 

Sunday 7.00 am, 9.30 am & 6.15 pm 
 

St Martin’s: 

Friday 9.30 am 

Sunday 8.00 am 
 

St Catherine’s: 

Wed. 7.00 am 

Sat. 6.00 pm - Sunday Vigil 

Sunday 8.30 am 

 
RECONCILIATION 

St Bernard’s  -   Sat. 5.15 pm 

St Catherine’s - Sat. 5.00 pm 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

 


