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Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle
Reader: The Shepherds were the first to hear the joyful announcement of Jesus’ birth
-the good news of great joy for all the people. Upon seeing the baby Jesus,
the shepherds spread the word about this child and all who heard it were
amazed. We have also heard this wonderful news. We welcome the
message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. Though we have not seen
Jesus we love him. And though we do not see him now, we believe in him.
The FOURTH mauve candle is then lit as we say:
All:
Prepare the way of the Lord. We light this candle in peace,
the peace that Jesus our saviour gives to the world.
Let us prepare then the way of the Lord.

Jesse Tree Symbols
In the fourth week of Advent we place
the symbols of the big fish and flowers.
The prophet Isaiah promised that
the chosen one, the Christ, would
come from the family tree of David.
During Advent we add the symbols
of our salvation history to the
Jesse Tree to remind us to wait patiently
for the coming of Christ.

THE BIG FISH
Jonah was swallowed by a
big fish and was taken to
the place where God knew
he would best use his gifts.
FLOWERS
The prophet Isaiah assures us
that when God is at work
among us we can find beautiful
flowers, even in the most
difficult places such as the desert.

On this final Sunday of Advent the Church moves our gaze to the
Annunciation. The whole scene hinges around one word: ‘Yes.’ Mary's
fiat sets in motion the entire Christian drama. In his film Jesus of
Nazareth Franco Zeffirelli pictures the Annunciation this way: Mary is
asleep at night when a gust of wind opens a high window. Afraid at all the
commotion Mary gets up and starts to pray. As she prays, we see her face change and
her body bend over. With tears in her eyes, Mary looks up through the window to the
moonlit sky and simply says, ‘Yes’. The swirling wind dies down at once.
In recent years successive popes have reminded us that the best devotion to Mary is
one that leads us to do what she did: say ‘yes’ to Jesus. Mary is not a stop on our
journey of faith; she is a guidepost that always sends us on to Christ. Mary does not
save us, for we believe she needed to be saved by Christ as well. That's why she could
say yes in the first place. Mary recognised the gift and the giver and became the bearer
of God for the world.
In this final ‘hours’ of Advent let's keep reminding ourselves of this simple but lifechanging fact: Jesus saves us. Jesus saves us from death. Jesus saves us from living
lives devoid of purpose and meaning and Jesus saves us from ourselves.
We don't save ourselves. We cannot earn salvation by good works or prayers or
penance. And, as difficult as it is to hear, we cannot save anyone else. That includes
our children, spouse, grandchildren, parents or friends.
Our prayers, good works and faith are the responses we make to the salvation of Christ
we claim here and now. And how we live is the way by which those we love will find the
gift of God's salvation for themselves.
In the midst of this frantic final week before Christmas when so many other things can
distract us from what this grace-filled feast is really all about, let's take a moment to join
Mary in accepting into our lives and hearts the greatest of all gifts – our undeserved
salvation, Jesus Christ the Lord.
Adapted from Richard Leonard SJ LiturgyHelp.com
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MASS TIMES

♫ PROCESSIONAL: GATHER YOUR PEOPLE, O GOD
26 - 31 December 2017
Gather your people, O God. Here in this time and this place,
St
Bernard’s:
As we wait, as we hope, as we long for Your coming, O God. (rpt)
9.15 am
T & M: Brown, Monica © 2002 Emmaus Productions ONE LICENSE #A-641326 Tues.
Wed.
No Mass
FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16
Thurs.
7.00
am
RESP. PSALM: FOREVER I WILL SING
Fri.
8.00
am
Response: Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
Sat.
6.15 pm
1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; through all ages my mouth
Sun.
7.00 am, 9.30 am, 6.15 pm
will proclaim your truth. Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for
St Martin’s:
ever, that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. R/
Fri.
9.30 am
2. ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to
Sunday 8.00 am
David my servant: I will establish your dynasty for ever and set
St Catherine’s:
up your throne through all ages.’
R/
Wed.
7.00 am
3. He will say to me: ‘You are my father, my God, the rock who
Sat.
6.00 pm
saves me.’ I will keep my love for him always; for him my
Sun.
8.30 am
covenant shall endure.
R/
Text: Ps. 88 Responses the English translation from Lectionary for Mass. Music:
Smith, Colin © 1995 Revised 2016Willow Pub. ONE LICENSE #A-641326.

SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27
♫ GOSPEL ACCL: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. I am the
servant, the servant of the Lord may his will for me be done; I’m the
servant of the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Music: Mason, Paul © 2004 Text: Excerpts from the English Translation of
The Roman Missal © 2010 ICEL. Willow Pub. ONE LICENSE #A-641326

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38
♫ COMMUNION: GIFT OF GOD
Refrain: Come to us, O Emmanuel. Come to us, O Emmanuel.
Cantor/Choir: Not in temples, dark and silent:
All:
Come to us, O Emmanuel.
Cantor/Choir: Not on thrones or seats of power:
All:
Come to us, O Emmanuel.
Cantor/Choir: With the people, God shall dwell. (Refrain)
Cantor/Choir: See how God sustains and nurtures:
All:
Come to us, O Emmanuel.
Cantor/Choir: Grants a land of peace and safety:
All:
Come to us, O Emmanuel.
Cantor/Choir: For the House of Israel.
(Refrain)
W&M: Haugen, Marty © 2000 GIA Publications ONE LICENSE #A-641326

♫ SONG OF PRAISE: HOLY IS YOUR NAME
1. My soul is filled with joy as I sing to God my saviour:
you have looked upon your servant,
you have visited your people.
Refrain: And holy is your name through all generations!
Everlasting is your mercy to the people you have chosen,
and holy is your name.
2. I am lowly as a child, but I know from this day forward
that my name will be remembered,
for all will call me blessed.
Refrain:
W & M: Wild Mountain Thyme , arr. Haas, David © 1989 GIA Publications ONE
LICENSE #A-641326

♫ RECESSIONAL: HOLY IS YOUR NAME
3. I proclaim the pow’r of God, you do marvels for your servants;
though you scatter the proud-hearted
and destroy the might of princes.
Refrain: And holy is your name through all generations!
Everlasting is your mercy to the people you have chosen,
and holy is your name.
4. To the hungry you give food, send the rich away empty.
In your mercy you are mindful
of the people you have chosen. (Refrain)
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RECONCILIATION
St Bernard’s - Sat. 5.15 pm
St Catherine’s - Sat. 5.00 pm
 DENOTES CHANGE

BAPTISMS

Congratulations to Isla Pranger,
daughter of Jorrit & Cynthia; and Elora
Laskowski-Lui, daughter of Joshua &
Amanda.
They will be baptised this Sunday in St
Bernard's Church.
We also congratulate Marcel Thouvenot,
son of Melissa & Robyn. He will be
baptised this Sunday at St Catherine’s.
5. In your love you now fulfil what you promised
to your people. I will praise you, Lord, my
saviour, everlasting is your mercy. (R)
W & M: Wild Mountain Thyme , arr. Haas, David © 1989
GIA Publications ONE LICENSE #A-641326

HOLY FAMILY/B - 30/31 Dec. 2017
READINGS: Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3; Hebrews
11:8, 11-12, 17-19 .GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40.

