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NEWSLETTER 2/3 December 2017 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT/B 
READINGS: Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

GOSPEL:  Mark 13:33-37 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 
 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we aim to be an evangelising, faith-filled parish 
whose members care for one another and are welcoming and inclusive. 

 

Adapted from Richard Leonard SJ  LiturgyHelp.com 

BLESSING OF WREATH & LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE 
Priest: The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end. 
 It is a symbol of God’s unending love and faithfulness. The prophet Isaiah said: 

‘God will give you a sign. The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a Son 
and call him Emmanuel’ We rejoice that we too, have found favour with God. 

The first mauve candle is now lit as we respond. 
All: Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 We light this candle in hope, 
 The hope of our coming saviour, Jesus. 

 Let us prepare then, the way of the Lord. 

… a vigil of hope where we wait and trust. 
These days most people keep vigils because they are anxious. We wait in 
hospital corridors for news of a sick relative. A parent stays up with an infant 
who may be teething or has a high temperature. We might even sit by the 
phone waiting to be reassured that a loved one is safe and well, or that we have 
passed the exam or got the job. Many of these occasions are highly stressed vigils. 
Some of the younger or more hardy ones amongst us sometimes keep vigils that are 
filled with excited anticipation, as when some of us sleep out to get tickets to a sports 
game or concert, or when we see the old year out and the new year in. 

It was not long ago, however, that vigils were a much more common feature of 
people’s lives. We often kept vigil with the dead. We used to keep all night vigils of 
prayer, especially when parishes had perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  
The Church has enshrined the experience of keeping vigil through the Vigil Mass on 
Saturday night, the Vigil Ceremony in the funeral rites and the most important one, 
the Easter Vigil. 

This tradition starts with today’s Gospel where we are exhorted to be alert, keep 
awake and wait for the Lord to return. In a sense this is a strange Gospel to have as 
we prepare for Christmas. It is linked to the first preface of Advent which reads, ‘Now 
we watch for the day, hoping that the salvation promised us will be ours, when Christ 
our Lord will come in glory.’  

This is unique. All other feasts of the Church either remember a past event, like those 
of Holy Week or Pentecost, or they are ‘title feasts’ which proclaim a truth about 
God’s action among us which the entire church holds to be true, like Trinity Sunday. 
But not the First Sunday of Advent. Rather than talk about the coming of Jesus at 
Christmas it helps us reflect on the final coming of the Lord at the end of time. It is the 
bridge between the ‘last days’ of the Church’s year, which we have been celebrating 
over recent weeks, and the first days of the Church’s New Year. 

And how does the Church ask us to approach this feast? As on a vigil. Not a vigil of 
anxiety, where we never want to hear the worst news. Not a vigil of excited 
anticipation where we pin our happiness on entry into an event. But a vigil of hope 
where we wait and trust in a person, who has shared our lot, understands our frailties 
and loved us to death. We place our hope in Jesus the Christ, our brother, saviour 
and friend. This First Sunday of Advent we look beyond Christmas to the final 
moment when heaven and earth will be united and our vigil will be complete. On that 
day we believe the Son will have dawned once, and for all, on the world. Now, don’t 
you think that’s something worth being awake to see? 

The first week of Advent is like the first days of other vigils wherein we pitch out tents 
and begin the wait to make sure we have front row seats for what is going to be, 
when it arrives, the best show in town! 

http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
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Saturday Evening 

Mass Time Changes 

CHANGES BEGIN 
SATURDAY 6 JANUARY 2018 

 4.15 pm: Sacrament of Penance,  
  St Bernard’s Church, Upper Mt 

Gravatt  
 5.00 pm Mass, St Bernard’s 

Church, Upper Mt Gravatt 
 6.15 pm Mass, St Catherine’s 

Church, Wishart. 

Vinnies Christmas 

Appeal 

Let us love, not with words 
but with deeds. 

Parishioners have the 
opportunity to respond to the recent 
declaration by Pope Francis of the World 
Day of the Poor by supporting the 
Vinnies Christmas Appeal to provide 
food hampers for needy families. Gifts 
of non-perishable food items or cash 
will be gratefully accepted over the 
next two weeks. Non-perishable food 
items may be left in the baskets in each 
church. Cash donations may be put in 
the envelopes available in the pews and 
then placed on any collection plates. 
No age related gifts this year. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Qld Ahmadiyya 

Interfaith Peace 

Symposium 2017 

Assalam-o-Alaikum (May peace & 
blessings of God be on you) 
A h m a d i y y a  M u s l i m 
Community Queensland is 
organizing a Interfaith Peace 
Symposium on the topic 
"World Crisis and The Path 
Way to Peace" .  
I would like to invite you & your friends 
to this event. The event will be held on 
10 Dec 4:30pm-6:00pm followed by 
dinner at our Baithul Masroor Mosque, 
1Neville Road, Stockeligh, QLD 4280. 
Please RSVP and I look forward to 
welcome you to our mosque. 
Wassalam (With Peace) 

Ibraheem A Malik, Director of Public Affairs, 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Association, Brisbane. 

Love For All Hatred For None 
www.alislam.org : P:0411315112 

Email:ibraheem.malik@gmail.com 
T:@ahmadiyya_bne, @imalik44 

BAPTISMS 
Congratulations to 
Na t al i a  C ar r o l l , 
daughter of Adrian & 

Brenda; and Isabella Thomas, 
daughter of Darren & 
Amanda. 
They will be baptised this 
Sunday in St Bernard's Church. 
Congratulations also to Evie 
Shakhovskoy, daughter of 
David & Kristy; and Sophie 
Miles, daughter of Jon & 
Stephanie. 
They will be baptised today 
at St Catherine’s. 

READERS ROSTER 
9/10 December 

Please arrive 20 mins before Mass 
St Bernard’s: Joseph Cosico, Rita 

Arokiasamy, Deshveena Wilson; 

Simon Hill, Lyn Allsop, Irene Lam; 

Leenore Reddy, Kay Cook, Isabelle 

Kime; Youth. 

St Martin’s: Kathlyn McCarthy, 

Clare Collins, Carol Fuhrmeister. 

St Catherine’s: Nancy Johnston, 

Novita Jurry, Sam Leonard; 

Veronica Kirn, Ros Flood, Judy 

Rudd. 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

Children’s Masses at 

Christmas 

All children are invited to participate 
in the Christmas Eve, Sun. 24 
December, children's Masses  
 4.30 pm at St Bernard’s and  
 5.00 pm at St Catherine’s.  
St Bernard’s Practices:  

Sunday 17 Dec. 11.30 am and  
Saturday 23 Dec. at 1 pm.  

St Catherine’s Practice:  
Following the 8.30 am Mass, 
Sunday 17 December.  

Philippa (St Catherine’s) 3349 4309 
Shella (St Bernard’s) 0420 314 974.  

URGENT 

ASSISTANCE 

Are you interested in becoming more 
involved in your parish? 
Assistance is needed with 
transport and taking Communion 
to those unable to attend Mass at 
our parish churches. 
We are urgently in need of 
committed volunteers 
 to provide transport for 

parishioners to our weekend 
Masses 

 to take communion to our 
homebound parishioners. 

If you are able to assist in these 
important ministries please contact 
the parish office on 3849 7158. 

Christmas Liturgy 

Sign Up  

We are calling for 
volunteers for the 
Christmas Masses: Extraordinary 
Min is ters  o f  Communion, 
Collectors, and Junior Ministers. 
Please fill in the sheets on the tables 
at our parish churches. 
 

JESSE TREE SYMBOLS 

The prophet Isaiah promised that the 
chosen one, the Christ, would come 
from the family tree of David.  During 
Advent we add the symbols of our 
Salvation history to the Jesse Tree to 
remind us to wait patiently for the 
coming of Christ.  Each symbol 
represents the people or events 
which paved the way to the coming 
of Christ, the newborn child.   

We begin this time of waiting 
by adding in procession the 
symbols of: 
 A star, a symbol of the wonder 

of God’s creation [and the star 
of Bethlehem] 

 Noah’s Ark: a symbol of God’s 
never ending love in covenant 

with his people: 
“I will be your God and 
you will be my people” 

Let’s put Christmas 

in perspective! 

Planning ahead … Mark your 
calendars!!  All are invited to 
celebrate in prayerful waiting for 
the coming of the Lord in the final 
week of Advent.  
Evening Prayer  

Monday 18 December to  
Friday 22 December, 
5.30 pm, St Bernard’s Church, 
Upper Mt Gravatt. 

Come along and bring a friend! 

http://www.alislam.org/
mailto:ibraheem.malik@gmail.com
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lendahelpinghand.co.uk%2Fimages%2Fhand.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lendahelpinghand.co.uk%2F&docid=ugdpkJjEhePPsM&tbnid=0uLIv2Wg1LOqTM%3A&vet=1&w=1921&h=948&bih=504&biw=1184&ved=0ahUKEwjU9vO029P
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRx6b_gdTXAhWBwbwKHc-TDK0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpeaceinyourhome.com%2Fsign-up-button%2F&psig=AOvVaw1hlglmjZ9swZ2IyjUcCfoL&ust=1511503092736513
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjb-aKa1uXXAhVCFZQKHTDuBXYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fphotos%2Fstar-shape&psig=AOvVaw1uPNyxjoSrhe5yCIED22pV&ust=1512109822578660
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiw1pfX1uXXAhXGipQKHRiVCngQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fapexembdesigns.com%2Fcuttables%2Fproduct%2Fnoah-ark-cuttable-design&psig=AOvVaw3YNtwnXQ5zOyWpJYjtSE-P&ust=15
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Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

SVdP STALL 
The Piety Stores now have supplies of 

Christmas Cards, $3 for pkt of 8 cards, 

Josephite Calendars $7, and Columban 

Calendars $9. 

BESIDE RESTFUL WATERS 
Presents Emmanuel, a Christmas 

presentation using artwork and 

photography plus traditional and 

contemporary carols. Start your 

Christmas Season at St Bernard’s 

Church, Wednesday 6 December,  

7  -  8.30 pm.  All welcome. 

ANNIVERSARY MASS 
The family of Margaret & Jack 

Bradley’s invite all to a 20 year and 40 

year death anniversary Mass, on 

Saturday 16 December, 9.30 am St 

Bernard’s Church.  Margaret, Jack and 

their family were involved with many of 

the Upper Mt Gravatt Parish ministries 

over numerous years.  Enquiries 

contact Monica 0407 120 117. 

CHRISTMAS 
IMPOSSIBILITIES 
The ‘Spirit of Hope” prayer group 

presents “Christmas Impossibilities” a 

powerpoint presentation that will show 

you that the Christmas story is intended 

to be our story.  God is ever ready to 

break into the ordinary and invade the 

impossibilities in our lives.  Wednesday 

6 December, 10.45 am, The Chapel, St 

Stephen’s Cathedral, Bne. 

WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP 
WORKSHOP 

Benedictine Abbey, Jamberoo  

13-15 April 2018 

Sr Hilda Scott OSB will be contributing 

by giving talks on Sr Hildegard of 

Bingen.  Cost of program $200. 

Accommodation fees depend on room 

selected.  P: (02) 4236 0533; E: 

cottageretreats@jamberooabbey.org.au. 

ROMERO CENTRE 
People seeking asylum in our community 

are facing homelessness and destitution.   

WE NEED YOUR HELP.  Cash 

donations or assistance with rent 

payments are most welcome as these 

families need ongoing support.  

Information Beata 3013 0100 or E: 

beata.ostapiej-piatkowski@mercycs.org.au. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE DIED 
Especially Ralph McIver (husband of 

Julie), Todd Meredith, Paul Bakes, John 

Xavier, and Ronald Darmody who have 

died recently, also John Ford, Derek 

Hartley, Rita Galea, Simon Tinh and 

Laura Sim whom we remember. 

CRAFT & COMPANY STALL 
Thank you to all who 

helped with the craft 

stall and especially to 

p a r i s h i o n e r s  w h o 

purchased any of the hand made gifts 

for sale.  There will be another chance 

to buy these gifts after the Saturday 

6.15 pm, Mass at St Bernard’s this 

weekend. The money raised will assist 

a very needy local family, and the 

Mackenzie Special School.   

The final Craft Group day for the year 

will be on Tuesday 5 December from  

10 am, St Bernard’s Aspinall Centre. 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
PRACTICE 
Practice for St Bernard’s musicians and 

choir will commence Tuesday  

5 Dec., 7 pm, St Bernard’s Church.  

St Catherine’s next rehearsal time will 

be 4.30 pm, Saturday 16 December. 

Help make our Christmas ceremonies 

prayerful & joyous. 

MEDITATION\PRAYER 
You are invited to meditation and 

prayer, St Catherine’ Hall, 12.45 pm 

Tuesday 5 December.  Enquiries Maria 

3216 8118. 

BNE CATHOLIC 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The final meeting for the year will be  

on Tuesday 5 December, starting with 

Mass for deceased members at 5.00 pm, 

St Stephen’s Shrine.  We will move to 

the Francis Rush Centre, where the 

speaker for the evening will be Barbara 

Foster, whose topic is “The Ignatians: 

A Toowong Parish Initiative”.  

Everybody welcome, non-members can 

make a gold coin donation.  

SENIORS CHRISTMAS 
LUNCH 

Thursday 7 December 

Southern Cross Sports Club 

Arrive 11 am for 12 noon lunch.  Early 

birds tea/coffee can be purchased at the 

café. 2 course lunch $25.00. Contact 

Sue 3349 8198; Doreen 3341 4209. 

MISSION TO FIGHT 
POVERTY 
Catholic communities all over the 

world are looking for teachers, health 

and community development workers, 

administrators and others to mentor 

workers in their fields of expertise.  

Healthy retired people find it a most 

gratifying and stimulating mission.   

E: christine@palms.org.au or Roger 

0431 995 058.  2018 applications 

closing soon. See more than 40 

v o l u n t e e r  p o s i t i o n s  a t 

www.palms.org.au/projects/. 

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT 
MINISTRY COORDINATOR 
Sunnybank Catholic Parish 

invites applications for this 

position and requires a self-

motivated individual who has a 

personal commitment to the values, 

teachings and mission of the Catholic 

Church. Working 20 hours per week, 

the successful applicant will be 

responsible for facilitating and 

developing Life Teen youth programs 

and activities across the parish. 

Commences January 2018. For a copy 

o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  

E: sunnybank@bne.catholic.net.au or 

P: 3345 3766.  Applications close 

Wednesday 6 December 2017. 

CATHOLIC LEADER 
 Pope Francis’ historic visit to 

Myanmar 

 Syrian refugee ordained to serve in 

Brisbane, with wife and young sons 

by his side 

 Brisbane has new parish to care for 

one of state’s fastest-growing 

regions 

 Thriving parish in another growth 

area prepares new college for Gold 

Coast. 

mailto:christine@palms.org.au
http://www.palms.org.au/projects/
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiD5ojOs-LUAhXmv1QKHY7zDmkQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Feasternmavericks.com.au%2Fjunior-boys-basketball-manager-position-vacant%2F&psig=AFQjCNG8oYdH20Ca1OaENhjjBlH
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjcofymuPvWAhVIH5QKHTUVDlIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fgailwalkowich%2Fadvent%2F&psig=AOvVaw32G2miZLJ2QQwoqv0QT-tr&ust=1508459649010674
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjVv9aAuOfXAhXJT7wKHTE8D2oQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycutegraphics.com%2Fgraphics%2Fthankyou%2Fowl-thank-you.html&psig=AOvVaw000fOJ_2YYP4aB92iX4ywE&ust=1512
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1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT/B - 3 December 2017 
♫ PROCESSIONAL:  OPEN THE HEAVENS 

Refrain:  Open the heavens, Lord, come to your people, hide not 

your face, O God.   Open the heavens, Lord, come to your 
people, open the heavens and come. 

 

1. Look on the sheep of your pasture, Lord.  Water your vineyard 
again. Scattered and broken, return to our aid, open the heavens 
and come.    (Refrain) 

 

2.  Lift up your eyes to the heavens, today.  Listen to hear when he 
comes, know that salvation will break like the dawn, open the 
heavens and come.    (Refrain) 

T & M:  Boniwell, Brian © 1986 Used with permission.  ONE LICENSE #A-641326   

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1, 3-8 
RESP. PSALM:   LORD, MAKE US TURN TO YOU 
Response:  Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we 

shall be saved.. 
 

1. O shepherd of Israel hear us, shine forth from your cherubim 
throne.  O Lord, rouse up your might, O Lord, come to our help. R/ 

 

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look down from heaven 
and see.  Visit this vine and protect it, the vine your right hand 
has planted.    R/ 

 

3. May your hand be on the man you have chosen, the man you 
have given your strength.  And we shall never forsake you again: 
give us life that we may call upon your name.  R/ 

Text: Ps 79/80  verses © the Grail. Music: Smith, Colin D © 1995 Revised 
2016Willow Publications ONE LICENSE #A-641326. 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
♫ GOSPEL ACCL:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  Lord, 
show us your mercy, Lord show us your love.  Lord show us your 
mercy and love and grant us your salvation. Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Alleluia.      

Music: Mason, Paul © 2004  Text: Excerpts from the English Translation of 

The Roman Missal © 2010 ICEL.  Willow Pub. ONE LICENSE #A-641326 

GOSPEL:   Mark 13:33-37 
♫ COMMUNION:  COME TO US 
Refrain:  Come to us, O Emmanuel. Come to us, O Emmanuel. 
 

Cantor/Choir:  Shake the nations with your presence:   
All:  Come to us, O Emmanuel. 

Cantor/Choir:  Make the mountains quake and tremble:   
All:   Come to us, O Emmanuel. 
Cantor/Choir:  Rend the heavens and come down: 
All:   Come to us, O Emmanuel.  (Refrain) 
 

Cantor/Choir:  See us here, we are your people:   
All:  Come to us, O Emmanuel. 
Cantor/Choir:  We the clay, and you the potter:   
All:   Come to us, O Emmanuel. 
Cantor/Choir:  You have formed us we are yours: 
All:   Come to us, O Emmanuel.  (Refrain) 
 

Cantor/Choir:  Speak the word of hope and comfort:   
All:  Come to us, O Emmanuel. 
Cantor/Choir:  Cry the song of sweet forgiveness:   
All:   Come to us, O Emmanuel. 
Cantor/Choir:  O Jerusalem, take heart: 
All:   Come to us, O Emmanuel.  (Refrain) 

W&M: Haugen, Marty  ©  GIA Publications ONE LICENSE #A-641326 

♫ SONG OF PRAISE:   Instrumental music. 
♫ RECESSIONAL:   SING OUT EARTH AND SKIES 

1. Come, O God of all the earth; Come to us, O Righteous One; 

 Come and bring our love to birth: In the glory of your Son. 
 

Refrain:  Sing out, earth and skies!  Sing of the God who loves you!  

Raise your joyful cries! Dance to the life around you! 

MASS TIMES 
4  -  10 December 2017 

St Bernard’s: 

Tues. 9.15 am 

Wed.   No Mass  -  1st Wed. 

Thurs. 7.00 am 

Fri. 8.00 am 

Sat. 6.15 pm 

Sun. 7.00 am, 9.30 am, 6.15 pm 
 

St Martin’s: 

Fri. 9.30 am 

Sunday 8.00 am 
 

St Catherine’s: 

Mon. 9.15 am 

Wed. 7.00 am 

Sat. 6.00 pm 

Sun. 8.30 am 
 

RECONCILIATION 
St Bernard’s  -   Sat. 5.15 pm 

St Catherine’s - Sat. 5.00 pm 

 DENOTES CHANGE 

THIS WEEK   
Mon. 4 December 2017 

Funeral Liturgy  -  Ralph McIver, 10 am St 

Bernard’s Church 

HeartFIT - 11.30 am, Aspinall Centre. 

SVDP Meeting - 5 pm, St C’s Community Centre. 

Baptism preparation:  7 pm, Aspinall Centre. 
 

Tues. 5 December 2017 

Craft Group - 10 am, St B’s Aspinall Ctre. 

Mt Gravatt Hostel  -  Mass 10 am, Agay Street. 

Meditation/Prayer - 12.45 pm, St C’s Hall. 

Christmas Music Practice - 7 pm, St Bernard’s. 
 

Wednesday  6 December 2017 

Beside Restful Waters - Emmanuel, St B’s 7 pm. 
 

Thurs.  7 Dec. - St Ambrose 

Play Group - Resumes February 2018. 

Tricare, Somerfield St -  Mass, 10 am. 

Seniors Christmas Lunch  -  Southern Cross 

Sports Club.11 am for 12 noon lunch.  

Liturgy Meeting  -  4.15 pm, parish office+e. 
 

Friday 8 Dec. - Immaculate Conception 

Play Group  - Resumes February 2018. 

HeartFIT: - 10 am, Aspinall Centre. 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

3. Come, O God of flashing light: twinkling star 

and burning sun; God of day and God of 

night: in your light we all are one.    (Ref.) 
 

5. Come, O Justice, Come, O Peace; Come and 

shape our hearts anew; Come and make 

oppression cease: Bring us all to life in you. (Ref.) 
W&M: Haugen, Marty © 1985 GIA Pub. ONE LICENSE #A-641326   

 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT/B - 10 Dec. 2017 

READINGS: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 St Peter 3:8-11 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8. 


