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NEWSLETTER 23/24 September 2017 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME/A 
READINGS: Isaiah 55:6-9; Philippians 1:20-24, 27;  

GOSPEL:  Matthew 20:1-16. 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 
 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we aim to be an evangelising, faith-filled parish 
whose members care for one another and are welcoming and inclusive. 

 

Adapted from Richard Leonard SJ  LiturgyHelp.com 

God is busy about making sure those who might be last have a chance to come in first. 

In today's Gospel, in which the first labourers are paid the same wage 
as the afternoon workers, what the early birds didn't reckon on, was 
that they could have come much later and got the same deal. 

We would cynically call the afternoon workers, ‘Johnny-come-latelies’ 
and chances are if we were confronted with the same situation we 
would be with the complainers. 

This story was important to the early Church because generations of Jews waited and 
longed for the Messiah and, like the first workers, they were the first to respond to the 
call of Jesus and to work in the field of his Kingdom. For some of the early Jewish-
Christians, including St Peter, it came as a surprise that the Lord was calling Gentiles to 
the life and work of Jesus' Kingdom as well. 

We can imagine that it rankled some of the early birds to see these Johnny-come-
latelies taking charge of the Christian mission. This wasn't how it was supposed to be! 

This story, then, is a wonderful commentary on how fickle we are and, luckily for us, 
how extraordinarily generous God is. What we see in ourselves and others is only a 
glimpse of what God is like. God is so much more: more loving; more forgiving; more 
compassionate; and more just. 

And because God is so much greater than anything we could ask or imagine, we are 
constantly surprised at how he turns our expectations, our fears and predictions upside 
down. We constantly look for God in the big and spectacular and he comes to us poor, 
naked, sick, in prison and hungry. God speaks through the most surprising people at 
the most surprising times. 

That's why those people who have decided that God can only work in certain ways, 
places, people, institutions and times so often end up at the end of the line when it 
comes to religious wisdom. Michael McGirr in his excellent book, Things You Get for 
Free argues that there is a crisis of belief today, but that it's not the way we often think. 
In a brilliant turning of the tables, McGirr says that the crisis of belief is that people 
inside the Church sometimes cannot believe that people outside its traditional 
structures can experience the love of Jesus. God loves and guides the Church, but is 
not bound by it. God is busy about making sure those who might be last have a chance 
to come in first. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 

Everybody’s Business:  

Developing an inclusive and 

sustainable economy 

Australia has been fortunate to have enjoyed a quarter of a century of continuous growth. Yet not 
all Australians have experienced the benefits of that good fortune. Inequality has been 
increasing, especially in recent years. Employment and working conditions have become more 
insecure for many, and unemployed people have to subsist on incomes well below poverty 
levels. Housing is becoming less and less affordable for buyers and renters. Our Indigenous 
people still confront enormous economic and social challenges. The Australian Bishops’ Social 
Justice Statement calls for an economy that is founded on justice and offers dignity and inclusion 

to every person..  The Social Justice Statement can be found at  
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/files/SJSandresources/2017-SJS-Statement.pdf 

and copies will be available at each church next week. 

Copies of the leaflet :10 Steps to an Inclusive Sustainable Economy 
are now on the tables at each church. 

http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
http://www.facebook.com/umgwparish
http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/files/SJSandresources/2017-SJS-Statement.pdf
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At Home with 

God’s People  

[Adult Faith Formation] 

Sunday mornings at 8.00-9.15 am. in 
the St Bernard’s Community Centre at 
Upper Mt Gravatt. 

24 September: The Bible 

8 October:  God of Revelation 

15 October: Birth of the Church  

29 October: Mary 

12 November: Life of Faith 

19 November: The Sacraments 

26 November: Structure of the Mass 

If there is interest we will check out 

other alternative times and places.  

Trish: pa.umg@bne.catholic.net.au   

Mission Sunday 

Our parish will be 
holding the annual 
Catholic Mission 
Church Appeal at all 
masses 30 Sept/1 October 2017. 

This year we are invited to participate in 
Jesus’  life-giving  mission,  supporting 
women and children’s health in Uganda. 
In Uganda bringing life into the world is 
often fraught  with  danger,  with  many 
women taking great risks to reach health 
facilities.  Despite  the tireless work  of 
Sister Mary Goretti and her 
small staff at St Luke Bujuni 
Health Centre, they do not 
have  the  capacity  to  deal 
with the influx of  high-risk 
pregnancies  amongst  the 
many  expectant  mothers 
who come through the doors.  

Please come prepared next weekend 

and give generously.  

LAUDATO SI PLEDGE:  
What do we promise to do and how 
can we do it? 

 Pray for and with creation. 

Each weekend our prayers of 
intercession will include an appropriate 
prayer. 

Many beautiful prayers are available on 
the internet.  If you have a computer, 
check them out. 

http://livelaudatosi.org/ 

BAPTISMS 
We congratulate 
Harrison Brady, son 
of Matthew & Sarah. 

He will be baptised this 
Sunday at St Catherine’s 
Church. 

READERS ROSTER -  
1 October 2017 

Please arrive 15 mins before 

Mass. 

St Bernard’s: Kay Goldfarb, Lynn 

Nazareth, Imogen Fitzpatrick; 

Lisa O’Neill, David Stubbs, Jan 

Rhoades; Kay Cook, Joan Green, 

Shalomi Arachchige; Liz Ryan, 

Robert Baldi, Tito Ah Toon. 

St Martin’s: Carol Fuhrmeister, 

Andrea Otto, Robyn Otto. 

St Catherine’s: Novita Jurry, 

Joanne Blanchf ield,  Brian 

Rayfield; Sam Seneratna, Carly 

Jeffery, Joan Ballenger. 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

 Live more simply 

There are countless 
ways to carry out this 
promise. E.g. 
Conserve electricity by 
turning off unnecessary lights; Be 
conscious of ways in which we can 
reduce waste; Save water; Reduce 
single occupancy car travel e.g. car 
pooling to work 

 Advocate for the care of our 

common home. 

Discuss among family and friends the 
needs of our earth and what can be 
done to protect it; make children in 
the family aware of the needs now 
and the consequences of failing to 
meet these needs. 

The Social Justice Team is hoping for 
hundreds of signatures from our 
Parish since we in Australia need to 
protect those in Third World 
Countries who will be most severely 
impacted on if we don’t take action 
now. 

Book of  

Remembrance 

The Books of Remembrance on 
display in St Bernard’s and St 
Catherine’s Churches contain the 
names of deceased relatives and 
friends of parishioners.  Each year 
they are updated.  Those whose 
funerals have been held in the parish 
are automatically entered. For any 
parishioner who wishes to add 
other names, there are forms on 
the table.  Please note that every 
entry must have both the name 
and the full date of death.  Please 
return the forms by 15th October so 
that names can be added before the 
Bethany Mass on 4th November. 

10 Steps to an Inclusive  

Sustainable Economy 
1. Reflect on the Gospel 
2. Become informed about ‘economic exclusion’ 
3. Identify those who experience exclusion 
4. Join the work of combating poverty and 

homelessness 
5. Stand in Solidarity with the first peoples of Australia 
6. End poverty and environmental degradation 
7. Inclusive economies: You, Me, Us 
8. Call for change as a matter of faith 
9. Get Active 
10. Let Us Pray 

More details in the leaflets on the church tables. 

Musicians... 

There are obvious skills required to 
play an instrument. It often takes 
years to build and perfect these 
skills, requiring many hours of 
practice, and they can’t be acquired 
overnight. However, there are many 
people in our churches, who can 
competently play piano, organ or 
guitar. Playing for Liturgical 
celebrations does require different 
skills as well, but can usually be 
taught fairly quickly. Are you willing 
to step up and assist our current 
musicians in their ministry. Please 
contact Danuta or Trish in the 
parish office 3849 7158.  



3 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

BRISBANE CATHOLIC 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The next meeting is on Tuesday 3 

October at 5.30pm, Hanley Room, 

Francis Rush Centre beside St 

Stephen's Cathedral, 75 Elizabeth St, 

City. The guest speaker will be Dr 

Stefano Girola. Topic: “Fr Giovanni 

Balangero in Ravenswood in the 

1870's”. All welcome. Visitors gold coin 

donation. 

CENT AUCTION 
Sun 8 October at the Aspinall Centre,  

4 Klumpp Rd, Upper Mt Gravatt. Doors 

open at 1pm for a 2pm start. $10 entry 

(includes 2 free sheets of tickets and 

Afternoon Tea). Extra tickets are $2/

sheet or 6 for $10. Over 100 prizes. 

Come along and have some fun. All 

proceeds will go directly to the work of 

Catholic Mission in Cambodia. For 

more information contact Donna at 

missionispossible2017@gmail.com. 

WANTED URGENTLY 
Reliable washing machine for 

Grandmother who is caring for 

grandchildren in Mt Gravatt area.  At 

present she is making trips to the 

Laundromat without a car to do the 

washing.  Please contact the parish office 

if you can help. 

FABER CENTRE OF 
IGNATION SPIRITUALITY 
First Spiritual Exercises - Inner Peace 

in Divine Love  

A twenty-two day retreat in daily life.  

Individual and group prayer.  Pray at 

home for at least 30 minutes each day, 

and meet retreat guides once a week for 

1.5 hours.  Held over 5 consecutive Wed.  

from 4 Oct. Horstmann Room, St 

Igantius Parish Centre, 30 Kensington 

Tce., Toowong.  Retreat Director:  Liz 

Kerr.  Phone: 3368 2450. 

E:administrator@faberspirituality.org.au 

Book: W: faberspirituality.org.au 

SPIRIT IN THE CITY 2017 
This Christian conference, held Saturday 

7 October, is sponsored by the Catholic 

Archdiocese of Brisbane and the Knights 

of the Southern Cross. The conference 

will feature Fr Douglas Bazi, Iraqi priest 

who was shot and imprisoned by ISIS, 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE DIED 
Especially, Brian Peasey, Jason Carroll, 

Eric Ryan, Lizzie Miranda, Jan 

Coulthart, Ilma Cavanagh, Stephen 

Cryan, Anthony Ganandren, Kristofer 

Paice, Sharon Ryan, Thelma ‘Tibby’ 

Gordon, Mervyn Sparks, Sebastian 

Pennisi, Tony Bengtson, who have died 

recently, also Mirabeau Almeida, Dr 

Hilary & Cleta Desouza, Lily D’Souza, 

Rita Galea, Simon Tinh, Laura Sim, 

Charles & Scott Sullivan, Kevin Lee, 

Clifford Lee, Joan Hall, Lois Murphy, 

Harry Briggs, Magdalene McNamara, 

Terry O’Reilly, Col Webb, Richard 

Bridge, Joseph & Doreen Elley, Sam 

Brischetto, whom we remember at this 

time. 

PARISH WORKSHOP 
Exploring Models of Parish 

Leadership 
Evangelisation Brisbane are offering a 

free workshop on models of parish 

leadership, to all interested parishioners. 

The workshop will outline five existing 

models of parish leadership and identify 

the circumstances in which they best 

contribute to the life and mission of the 

parish. Pastoral Council & other 

leadership group members are 

encouraged to attend. 

Tuesday 10 October 

7.00 pm - 9.00 pm 

St Bernard’s Community Centre, 

4 Klumpp Road, Upper Mt Gravatt 

RSVP by 3/10/17: Phone 3324 3443;  

E:ebadmin@bne.catholic.net.au. 

BESIDE RESTFUL WATERS 
Southside Charismatic Group gathering 

this Wednesday 27 September at St 

Bernard’s Church. 6.45pm Praise & 

Worship. Mass 7.30pm. Anointing of 

the sick after the homily.  

Celebrant Fr Dominic Orih.  

Supper & Fellowship - All Welcome. 

Maureen 3172 9248 or 0403 002 199. 

SENIORS BUS TRIP 
Thursday 5 October 

Visit Emu Heaven, the largest Emu 

Farm in Qld, at Marburg. Learn about 

the running of an emu farm, the 

production of emu oil and other 

products. Lunch at Marburg Hotel. Cost 

$50 includes morning tea, tour & 

lunch . Bus leaves St Bernard’s 8.30am. 

Bookings Sue 3349 8198. 

and who ran a refugee centre in 

northern Iraq for displaced Christians 

from Mosul. Another conference 

feature will be a panel session on the 

challenges and local successes of 

“Revitalising our Parishes”, by clergy 

and lay leaders.  Prices start from $25. 

http://spiritinthecity.com.au/register/. 

menAlive  
Catholic Man Breakfast Series  
Tattersalls Club, 215 Queen St, Bne 

Thursday 5 October, 7am to 9am 

Guest Speaker:- Mr Richard Rymarz 

is a leader in Catholic education and his 

most recent books Creating an 

Authentic Catholic School  and 

Religious Education in Australian 

Catholic Schools are highly regarded.  

Cost:- $45 pp ($450 per table of 10). 

$10 parking at Queen St Parking or 

Wintergarden (Tickets validated at 

Tattersalls). E:des@menalive.org.au or 

0407744790. 

POSITION VACANT—
PARISH SECRETARY 
Applications are open for a position at 

Moorooka Salisbury Catholic Parish. A 

person with excellent administration 

and secretarial skills is required for a 

par t  t ime pos i t ion  of  par i sh 

administration assistant for 26 hours a 

week. Additional information please 

visit the Archdiocese of Brisbane 

website https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/.  

CATHOLIC LEADER 
 Homosexual university student 

opposing same-sex marriage cops 

barrage of abuse from protesters; 

 New study does not reflect Brisbane 

safeguarding efforts, Archbishop 

Coleridge says; 

 New Queensland bishops meet Pope 

Francis and are urged to listen to the 

people. 

mailto:missionispossible2017@gmail.com
http://spiritinthecity.com.au/register/
mailto:des@menalive.org.au
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25th SUNDAY IN ORD TIME/A - 24 Sept. 2017 
♫ PROCESSIONAL:  SING OUT EARTH AND SKIES 

1. Come, O God of all the earth; Come to us, O Rightous One; 

 Come and bring our love to birth: In the glory of your Son. 
 

Refrain:  Sing out, earth and skies!  Sing of the God who loves you!  

 Raise your joyful cries! Dance to the life around you! 
 

2. Come, O God of wind and flame: Fill the earth 

with righteousness;  Teach us all to sing your 

name: May our lives your love confess.    (Ref.) 
 

5. Come, O Justice, Come, O Peace; Come and shape 

our hearts anew;  Come and make oppression 

cease: Bring us all to life in you.     (Ref.) 
Word of Life Int.  Haugen, Marty  GIA   Lic. 1326E 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 55:6-9 

RESP. PSALM: THE LORD IS NEAR TO ALL  WHO CALL HIM 

Response:   The Lord is near to all who call him. 
 

1. I will bless you day after day and praise your name for ever.  The 

Lord is great and highly to be praised, his greatness cannot be 

measured.  R/ 
 

2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, 

abounding in love.  How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to 

all his creatures. R/ 
 

3. The Lord is just in all his ways and loving in all his deeds.  He is 

close to all who call him, who call on him from their hearts. R/ 
 

     WOL Int. Smith Colin  WIL  Lic 1326E 
SECOND READING:  Philippians 1:20-24, 27 

♫ GOSPEL ACCLAM:    Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Open, O Lord, open our hearts, to listen to the words of your Son. 

Open our hearts, O Lord.    Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
                                           ©  WOL Int. Mason P WIL  Lic. 1326E. 

GOSPEL:   Matthew 20:1-16 

♫ COMMUNION HYMN:  SEED SCATTERED AND SOWN 

Ref: Seed, scattered and sown, wheat, gathered and grown, bread 

broken and shared as one, the living bread of God.   

 Vine, fruit of the land, wine, work of our hands, one cup that 

is shared by all; the living cup, the living bread of God. 
 

1. Is not the bread we break a sharing in our Lord?  

  Is not the cup we bless the blood of Christ outpoured?  (Ref.) 
 

2. The seed which falls on rock will wither and will die. 

 The seed within good ground will flower and have life.  (Ref.) 
 

3. As wheat upon the hills was gathered and was grown,  

 so may the church of God be gathered into one.      (Ref.) 
© Word of Life Int.  Feiten, Dan EKK   Licence 1326E 

♫ SONG OF PRAISE: GIVE THANKS 

Give thanks with a grateful heart.  Give thanks to the Holy one.  

Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son.  

Give thanks with a grateful heart.  Give thanks to the Holy one.  

Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son.  
 

And now let the weak say, ‘I am strong’, let the poor say, ‘I am 

rich’, because of what the Lord has done for us.  And now, let the 

weak say, ‘I am strong’; let the poor say, ‘I am rich’, because of 

what the Lord has done for us.     .... Give thanks! 
 © Word of Life Int. Smith H/Archer M   Integrity   Licence 1326 

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  ALL THE ENDS OF THE EARTH 

Refrain:  All the ends of the earth, all you creatures of the sea,  

lift up your eyes to the wonders of the Lord.   

For the Lord of the earth, the master of the sea,  

has come with justice for the world. 
 

MASS TIMES 
25 Sept.  -  1 Oct. 2017 

St Bernard’s: 

Tues. 9.15 am;  

 Wed.   7.30pm  -  Charismatic Mass 

Thurs. 7.00 am 

Fri. 8.00 am;   

Sat. 6.15 pm 

Sun. 7.00 am, 9.30 am, 6.15 pm 
 

St Martin’s: 

Fri. 9.30 am 

Sunday 8.00 am 
 

St Catherine’s: 

Mon. 9.15 am 

Wed. 7.00 am 

Sat. 6.00 pm 

Sun. 8.30 am 
 

RECONCILIATION 
St Bernard’s  -   Sat. 5.15 pm  

St Catherine’s - Sat. 5.00 pm 

 DENOTES CHANGE 

THIS WEEK   
 

Mon. 25 September 2017 

HeartFIT: 11.30 am St B’s Aspinall Centre. 

SVDP Meeting - 5 pm, St C’s Community Centre. 
 

Tues.  26 September 2017 

Craft Group - 10 am, St B’s Aspinall Ctre. 
 

Wednesday 27 Sept. St Vincent de Paul 

Seniors Coach Tour-  To Cambooya.  Bus leaves 

St C’s 8.00 am. 

Beside Restful Waters - Praise and worship  

6.30 pm;  Mass 7.30 pm, St Bernard’s Ch. 

SVdP Meeting  -  5 pm, Aspinall Centre, Rm 1. 
 

Thurs.  28 September 2017 

Play Group - No gathering.  School holidays. 

Arcare Mass  -  10 am, Warrigal Rd., EMP. 
 

Friday 29 September 2017  

Sts Michael, Gabriel, Raphael 

Play Group  -   No gathering.  School holidays. 

HeartFIT: - 10 am, Aspinall Centre. 

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish 

1. Break into song at the deeds of the Lord,  

 the wonders he has done in ev’ry age. 

 (Refrain) 
 

2. Heaven and earth shall rejoice in his might; 

 Ev’ry heart ev’ry nation call him Lord. 

 (Refrain) 
© Word of Life Int.  Dufford, Bob  OCP  Licence  

 
26th SUNDAY IN ORD. TIME/A -  

1 October 2017 

READINGS: Ezekiel 18:25-28; Philippians 2:1-11  

GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:28-32. 


