Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we aim to be an evangelising, faith-filled parish
whose members care for one another and are welcoming and inclusive.
St Bernard’s Church
4 Klumpp Rd., U.M.G.

NEWSLETTER

16/17 September 2017

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME/A
READINGS: Ecclesiasticus 27:30 - 28:7; Romans 14:7-9.
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35.
St Martin’s Church
Cnr Logan & Chester Rds
Eight Mile Plns, Bne.
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388 Newnham Rd., Wishart.
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Prayer Blessing
Use this blessing when gathered in a small group or with your family,
to help you open your hearts to God’s call to care for all creation.

Heavenly Father,
we pray you open our hearts to deepen our faith
so we will know your love more intimately.
In gratitude for the blessings you bestow on us daily,
we gather together to uplift and support each other
in working to live Laudato Si’.
Through the power of your Holy Spirit working in and through us,
we strive to care for all of creation as faithful stewards.
We pray for the strength and courage
to share this Laudato Si Pledge with everyone we know.
Be with us as we pray with and for creation,
remind us to live more simply
and use us as advocates to protect our common home.
We ask all this through your Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
[From: LiveLaudatoSi.org]

God’s creative goodness coming to perfection in us
In today's Gospel, Jesus tells us we should forgive each other seventyseven times. Numbers are not randomly used in the Bible. 1, 3, 7, 12 and
40 all have specific meanings. To number something as seven is to
describe it as being perfect. When we hear Jesus use this phrase we recall
the story in the Book of Genesis of the seven days of creation where, on the seventh
day, God looks at the result of his creative love and sees that it is very good. Jesus,
using some shorthand, says that not only is forgiveness good, but that it is a creative
act that gives life to the world and gives glory to those who exercise it.
In the 5th Century St Augustine said that forgiveness was like a mother who has two
wonderful daughters named justice and compassion. In using such a metaphor
Augustine knew that forgiveness was not a once-off event, it was a process that
involved other virtues as well. Jesus teaches a similar lesson in today’s Gospel, where
he uses the image of the King settling his debts. Because the King is just, compassionate
and forgiving, he rightly expects that, in turn, his steward will be so as well.
It’s easy to be forgiving in the big picture. We can preach strongly about war, peace and
reconciliation. It’s quite another to forgive those closest to us. Sometimes the hardest
place to be compassionate and just, is our own home. If we are not speaking to a
husband, wife, child, parent, sibling or friend then today’s Gospel has a strong
challenge right where we live.
Part of the problem is that we could have accepted the film Love Story’s motto, ‘Love
means never having to say you're sorry’. This idea is many things, but it’s not Christian.
For followers of Jesus the exact opposite is true. We seek opportunities to forgive and
ask for forgiveness.
Jesus doesn’t tell us that forgiveness is easy, just necessary. To forgive someone in our
family, our workplace, our circle of friends or in our Church is not to pretend that a sinful
situation did not occur, but to face it head on and demand justice with compassion.
For when we stand before God with the weakness and sinfulness of our own life, God
will not settle old scores, take revenge and exact retribution. Rather God will be
perfectly just and completely compassionate. When we choose forgiveness over
revenge, and love over hate we begin to glimpse God’s creative goodness coming to
perfection in us, because forgiveness is a participation in the very heart of God.
Adapted from Richard Leonard SJ LiturgyHelp.com
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At Home with
God’s People
[Adult Faith Formation]

Sunday mornings at 8.00-9.15 am. in
the parish board room at St Bernard’s
Upper Mt Gravatt.
17 September: Prayer
24 September: The Bible
8 October: God of Revelation
15 October: Birth of the Church
29 October: Mary
12 November: Life of Faith
19 November: The Sacraments
26 November: Structure of the Mass
If there is interest we will check out
other alternative times and places.
Trish: pa.umg@bne.catholic.net.au

Musicians...
There are obvious skills required to play
an instrument. It often takes years to
build and perfect these skills, requiring
many hours of practice, and they can’t
be acquired overnight. However, there
are many people in our churches, who
can competently play piano, organ or
guitar. Playing for Liturgical celebrations
does require different skills as well, but
can usually be taught fairly quickly. Are
you willing to step up and assist our
current musicians in their ministry.
Please let Danuta or Trish know if you
are willing and able.

Everybody’s
Business:
Social Justice Sunday
Inequality has been increasing,
especially in recent years. Employment
and working conditions have become
m o re i n s e c u re f o r m a n y , a n d
unemployed people have to subsist on
incomes well below poverty levels.
Housing is becoming less and less
affordable for buyers and renters. Our
Indigenous people still confront
enormous economic and social
challenges. The Social Justice
Statement calls for an economy that is
founded on justice and offers dignity and
inclusion to every person and will be
available on the weekend of 23/24
September. The ACSJC website will
have resources available for download
free of charge before Social Justice
Sunday.
(www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/
publications/social-justice-statements)

YOUR GIFT IS THE
ANSWER TO
SOMEONE’S PRAYER
Last weekend the Annual
Catholic Campaign was held across the Archdiocese. Thank you
to everyone who responded to the call. If you didn’t get a chance
to make a gift last week, there is still time. Your contributions are
deeply appreciated.
Your tax-deductible gift will be put straight to work

to support our seminarians,

to give the gift of Catholic education bursaries for children
experiencing severe hardship,

to provide medical and housing for retired priests and

to extend Catholic support services in prisons, hospitals,
psychiatric care and to those experiencing family and
domestic violence.
Brochures & envelopes are now available in the pews at our parish
churches.

Laudato Si’ Pledge
Pope Francis urgently calls “every
person living on this planet” to start a
dialogue and begin to transform our
hearts and communities. Please sign
the pledge on the sheets in each of
the churches.

Mission
Sunday
At all Masses
on weekend of
30 Sept/1 October 2017

Book of
Remembrance

The
Books
of
Remembrance
on
display
in
St.
Bernard’s and St
Catherine’s Churches
contain the names of
deceased
relatives
and friends of parishioners. Each
year they are updated. Those whose
funerals have been held in the parish
are automatically entered. For any
parishioner who wishes to add other
names, there are forms on the table.
Please note that every entry must
have both the name and the full date
of death. Please return the forms by
15th October so that names can be
added before the Bethany Mass on
4th November.
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BAPTISMS
We
congratulate
C h l oe
McCoola,
daughter of Grant &
Susan; and
Richard Anukam, son of
Chinedu & Dorothy.
They will be baptised this
Sunday in St Bernard’s
Church.

READERS ROSTER 24 September 2017
Please arrive 15 mins before
Mass.

St Bernard’s: John Cassidy, Denise
Child, Betty Breakspear; Jim
McDougall, Vera & Patrick
McNevin; Dierdre Robinson,
Isabelle Kime, Carol Wilson; Paul
Risitano, Pauline Thomas, Patrick
Vialle.
St Martin’s: Clare Collins, Cristy
Gardner, Kathlyn McCarthy.
St Catherine’s: Mary Cusack,
Brian Rayfield, Darryl Petersen;
Fay Lynn, Ros Flood, Marian
Fernando.

Upper Mt Gravatt Wishart Parish
WE PRAY FOR THOSE
WHO HAVE DIED

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE
APRIL 2018

Especially Jan Coulthart (wife of Bob &
mother of Scott), Brian Peasey
(husband of Kathy, Yr 5 teacher, St
Catherine’s School), Kristofer Paice,
Sharon Ryan, Thelma ‘Tibby’ Gordon,
Mervyn Sparks, Sebastian Pennisi and
Tony Bengtson, who have died recently,
also Lucia Kensbock, Mirabeau
Almeida, Terry Coglan, Mikayla
T un st al l , Ph i l J o h ns o n , M yr a
Pasterfield, Chris Gilbert, Dennis
Costello, Dr Hilary & Cleta Desouza,
Lily D’Souza, Rita Galea, Simon Tinh,
Laura Sim, Charles & Scott Sullivan,
whom we remember at this time.

The 14-day pilgrimage to Holy Land is
led by Fr. Joseph Vattaparambil
CMI departing 8 April, 2018, featuring
Petra, Bethlehem, Sea of Galilee, Dead
Sea, Jericho, Masada, Mt Carmel, Mt
Tabor, Mt Nebo & Jerusalem, for an all
-inclusive early-bird offer of $5,190.
Initial deposit $500. Offer ends 30 Oct.
2017. Magi Pilgrimages 03 8562 2246.

GOLDEN
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY MASS
Couples celebrating their Golden
Wedding Anniversary (or longer) and
their family and friends, are invited to
the annual Mass with Bishop Brian V.
Finnigan, at the Cathedral of St Stephen,
10.00 am, Saturday 7th October. Light
refreshments will be served in the Hanly
Room. For catering purposes RSVP to
cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au or phone:
3324 3030 by Friday 29 Sept. The
Cathedral car park will be available.

PARISH YOUNG SINGERS WHAT’S HOLDING YOU
A reminder to our Parish Young Singers
that music practice will be at 9 am next BACK?
Sunday 24 Sept. for 9.30 am Mass.

PARISH CRAFT GROUP
The Parish Craft and
Company group will be
holding stalls at St
Catherine’s after both
Masses this weekend
16/17 September. Lots of lovely items.
A good chance to shop for Christmas.

SENIORS BUS TRIP
Wednesday 27 September
To Cambooya (Toowoomba area).
Visiting Harrow Homestead, with lunch
at the Bull & Barley Hotel. Tour lunch
and morning tea included for $45. Bus
leaves St Catherine’s 8 am. Bookings
Maureen 3343 3144. Stamps for the
Columban Missions can be left in the
box at St Catherine’s.

CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC
RENEWAL BRISBANE
Presents:
Aneel Aranha - Jesus
through the Lens of Peter, St
Bernard’s Church 4 Klumpp Rd., Upp
Mt Gravatt, Wednesday 20 September
at 7 pm. Topic: Faith and miracles.
Enquiries Maureen 0403 002 199.

CENT AUCTION
Sun 8 October at the Aspinall Centre,
4 Klumpp Rd, Upper Mt Gravatt. Doors
open at 1pm for a 2pm start. $10 entry
(includes 2 free sheets of tickets and
Afternoon Tea). Extra tickets $2/sheet
or 6 for $10. Over 100 prizes. All
proceeds to the work of Catholic
Mission in Cambodia. Contact Donna
missionispossible2017@gmail.com.

23 September, 2-4.30 pm,
St Bernard’s Aspinall Centre.
This is Session 2 of the Decision Point
program developed by Dynamic
Catholic. The program consists of 6 short
films with small group discussions in
between. For information 0413 168 674
or E: ric.manalac@gmail.com.

100 YEARS OF FATIMA

LOURDES HILL COLLEGE
OPEN DAY
Be inspired at our Open
Day, Friday 6 October,
3.30 pm - 7.00 pm.
Lourdes Hill College has a wealth of
opportunities waiting for your daughter.
Applications for Yr 7, 2021 now open.

POSITION VACANT—
PARISH SECRETARY
Applications are open for a position at
the Moorooka Salisbury Catholic
Parish. A person with excellent
administration and secretarial skills is
required for a part time position of
parish administration assistant for 26
hours a week.
For additional
information please visit the
Archdiocese of Brisbane website
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/ and to
careers.

A candlelit Rosary procession,
Saturday 14 October will
commence after the
6 pm Mass, St Stephen’s
Cathedral, Brisbane. They
CATHOLIC LEADER
will process around the city.
 Floods, earthquakes and storms
Bring a white handkerchief to
cause global devastation
farewell Our Lady, as they do in Fatima.  Hurricane hits close to home for
Information 0412 802 122.
cathedral priest

Iraqi priest says Christians under
ST ITA’S CENTENARY MASS
genocide will never forget
A Special Mass of Thanksgiving for St
generosity. Australia is ‘the
Ita’s School and Church Centenary will
promise land’.
be celebrated by Archbishop Mark
Coleridge, on Sunday 15 October 10 am,
St Ita’s Church, Pope St., Dutton Park.
Refreshments and entertainment will
follow Mass at Merici Place. Please
come along. No RSVP required.

menALIVE
Catholic Man Breakfast Series
Tattersalls Club, 215 Queen St, Bne
Thursday 5 October, 7am to 9am
Guest Speaker:- Mr Richard Rymarz
Cost:- $45 pp ($450 per table of ten)
$10 parking at Queen St Parking or
Wintergarden (Tickets validated at
Tattersalls). Bookings:- email details to
des@menalive.org.au or 0407 744 790.
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24th SUNDAY IN ORD TIME/A - 16/17 September 2017

♫ PROCESSIONAL: SING OUT EARTH AND SKIES
1. Come, O God of all the earth; Come to us, O Rightous One:
Come and bring our love to birth: In the glory of your Son.
Refrain: Sing out, earth and skies! Sing of the God who loves you!
Raise your joyful cries! Dance to the life around you!
2. Come, O God of wind and flame: Fill the earth with righteousness:
Teach us all to sing your name: May our lives your love confess. R/
5. Come, O Justice, Come, O Peace; Come and shape our hearts anew.
Come and make oppression cease: Bring us all to life in you. R/
Word of Life Int. Haugen, Marty GIA Lic. 1326E

FIRST READING: Ecclesiasticus 27:30 - 28:7;
RESP. PSALM: THE LORD IS KIND AND MERCIFUL
Response: The Lord is kind and merciful;
slow to anger and rich in compassion
1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, all my being, bless his holy
name. My soul, give thanks to the Lord and never forget all his
blessings.
R/
2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, who heals every one of your
ills, who redeems your life from the grave, who crowns you with
love and compassion.
R/
3. His wrath will come to an end; he will not be angry for ever. He
does not treat us according to our sins nor repay us according to
our faults.
R/
4. For as the heavens are high above the earth so strong is his love
for those who fear him. As far as the east is from the west so far
does he remove our sins. R/ WOL Int. Smith Colin WIL Lic 1326E
SECOND READING: Romans 14:7-9
♫ GOSPEL ACCLAM: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
I give you a new commandment, love one another as I have loved
you. I give you a new commandment. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia.
© WOL Int. Mason P WIL Lic. 1326E.
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
♫ COMMUNION HYMN: OUR BLESSING CUP
Refrain: Our blessing cup is a communion with the blood of Christ;
and the bread we break it is a sharing in the body of the Lord.
1. How can we make a return for all the goodness God has shown!
We will take the cup of life, and call upon God’s name.
R/
2. Precious indeed in your sight the life and death of those you love.
We are your servants, for you have set us free.
R/
3. Gracious and merciful God, we give you thanks and bless your
name: with all your people, praise and glory to your name. R/
© Word of Life Int. Hurd, Bob OCP Licence 1326E

♫ SONG OF PRAISE: PRAYER OF ST FRANCIS
1. Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me
bring your love. Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, and
where there’s doubt, true faith in you.
2. Make me a channel of your peace. Where there’s despair in life,
let me bring hope. Where there is darkness, only light, and
where there’s sadness, ever joy.
3. O Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as
to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to
love with all my soul.
4. Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that we are
pardoned, in giving of ourselves that we receive, and in dying
that we’re born to eternal life.

MASS TIMES
18-24 September 2017
St Bernard’s:
Tues.
9.15 am;
 Wed. 7.00 pm - No Mass 3rd Wed.
Thurs. 7.00 am
Fri.
8.00 am
Sat.
6.15 pm
Sun.
7.00 am, 9.30 am, 6.15 pm
St Martin’s:
Fri.
9.30 am
Sunday 8.00 am
St Catherine’s:
Mon.
9.15 am
Wed.
7.00 am
Sat.
6.00 pm
Sun.
8.30 am

RECONCILIATION
St Bernard’s - Sat. 5.15 pm
St Catherine’s - Sat. 5.00 pm
 DENOTES CHANGE

THIS WEEK
Mon. 18 September 2017
HeartFIT: 11.30 am St B’s Aspinall Centre.
SVDP Meeting - 5 pm, St C’s Community Centre.
St Martin’s Community Meeting - 7 pm, St
Martin’s Church sacristy.
Tues. 19 September 2017
Craft Group - 10 am, St B’s Aspinall Ctre.
Wednesday 20 September 2017
Beside Restful Waters - 7.00 pm, St Bernard’s Ch.
Thurs. 21 September 2017
Play Group - No gathering. School holidays.
Mt Gravatt Nursing Centre - Somerfield St., Mt
Gravatt. Mass 10 am.
Senior Social Club - Hoy & morning tea, 10 am
Aspinall Centre. Bring and buy.
Friday 22 September 2017
Play Group - No gathering. School holidays.
HeartFIT: - 10 am, Aspinall Centre.

2. Lengths of love beyond all measure, heights of
love which now do call, breadth of love as
room for all, depths of love where hides the
treasure; Through Christ, our Way, we find
true peace, a world made whole in God’s
embrace.
3. Visions new and ancient dreaming see the love
beyond all death: New the heavens, new the
earth, promise of the kingdom coming.
Through Christ the wounds of all this world in
© Word of Life Int. Temple, Sebastian NHW Licence 1326E
God’s own peace will then be healed.
© Word of Life Int. Willcock C/Kelly A OCP Lic 1326E
RECESSIONAL HYMN: GOD OF PEACE
1. Lord of life and Lord of nations, giving peace, you make us one,
25th SUNDAY IN ORD. TIME/A - 24 Sept. 2017
heart of flesh for heart of stone, break the walls of all divisions.
Your kingdom come, with this its sign: Our song this prayer let READINGS: Isaiah 55:6-9; Philippians 1:20-24, 27;
peace now reign.
GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16.
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